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Chalfan, McCaslin Win Round Robin 
  

 Congratulations to the winners of the 2016 Yarington 

Round Robin competition: Chalfan (Jen Chalfan, Ray Miller, 

Stan Christie, Ken Christiansen, and Dave Setterholm), who de-

feated Grubbs in the bracket 1 final by a score of 94 to 38, and 

McCaslin (John and Beth McCaslin, Helene Fornia, and Barb 

Higgins), who defeated Gerard 69-60 in bracket 2. 

 

Sign Up for the 2017 Round Robin! 
   

 The unit’s Yarington Round Robin is the perfect event 

for players who enjoy competitive bridge in a more friendly, so-

cial setting. Each team participating will be placed in a bracket 

(determined by number of masterpoints) and will play a handful 

of matches against other teams. Your team gets to set its own 

schedule. Team captains work together to find dates and home 

locations that work for both teams. Masterpoints are awarded. 

 Registration is now open for the 2017 Round Robin. If 

you would like to register a team (consisting of 4 to 6 players) or 

if you have any questions about this event, please send an e-mail 

to Mike Ring at michaelring304@comcast.net. 

 You can also sign up as an individual or pair and every 

effort will be made to place you on a team of comparable ability.  

The deadline for registration is March 31. The cost is $60 

per team. For more on this event, see Kim Eng’s “Why I Love 

the Round Robin” on p. 5. 

  

Unit Board News 
  

 The board appointed Ray Miller to serve the remainder 

of John Aslin’s term, ending in 2017. At its first meeting of the 

new year, in January, the board also welcomed newly elected 

members Bill Campbell and Eric Sieg and returning members 

Patti McCallum and John Weinberg. Other board members for 

2017 are Jen Chalfan, JC Chupack, Larry Holdren, Mike Ring, 

Ann Romeo, David Taylor, and Tim White. 

 The board elected the following officers for 2017: Tim 

White, President; Ray Miller, Vice President; Jen Chalfan, Secre-

tary; and John Weinberg, Treasurer.  

 

District 19 Board Report 

by Tim White 
  

 ACBL District 19, comprised of Washington, British 

Columbia, and Alaska, holds its board meetings in conjunction 

with the District’s spring and fall regionals. Tim White and Steve 

Kasner, unit 446’s representatives to the board, attended the 

most recent meeting on November 7 in Whistler, BC. Highlights 

from the meeting include: 

  J.P. Weber is now D19’s webmaster and has made good 

strides in improving the organization and content of the website. 

You are invited to visit the website at http://www.d19.org.  

(Continued on page 2) 

New Players and Social Players: 

Feedback Appreciated! 
 

 The Seattle unit board has formed a 

committee to improve our service to new 

players, I/N players, and social bridge 

players. If you’re in this category, we’d 

love to hear your suggestions, particular-

ly what would interest you at a sectional 

or unit-sponsored event or game. Send   

e-mail to feedback@bridgeinseattle.org, 

or leave us a voicemail at (425) 395-4499. 
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Hospitality Corner 

by Ann Romeo 
  

 Hi all. Here is general shout-out for cookies and 

savory treats for our upcoming Sweetheart Sectional, Febru-

ary 17-19 in Bothell [see flyer, p. 12]. Anything is welcome, 

from veggies and gluten-free treats, to store-bought pastries, 

to a bag of apples or oranges. 

 We will NOT be serving lunch during the Sunday 

Swiss at the Sweetheart Sectional this year. 

Front page, cont. 

 2016 financial results: $299,781 in revenue, 

$305,760 in expenses which, combined with exchange rate 

effects on funds accounts, yielded a net loss of $1,409. Total 

assets are $211,022. Net income/(loss) from the four 2016 

regionals: Pencticton $18,999, Lynwood $8,154, Spokane 

($2,064), Whistler $1,119. Whistler was a first-time venue; a 

decision process is underway to determine whether to hold a 

fall regional at Whistler again in 2017. 

 Session entry fees were set to $13.50US for Washing-

ton regionals and $15.00CA for BC regionals. 

 During the April 2016 board meeting in Spokane, the 

board approved a fall 2018 regional at Leavenworth, WA. The 

Tri-Cities area in Washington is submitting a proposal to host a 

fall 2019 regional. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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2016 Jabon Trophy: Meet John and Laura! 

 Congratulations to John York-Erwin and Laura Tuck, 

who finished first and second, respectively, in the 2016 Jabon 

Trophy race (for total masterpoints won in Seattle sectionals 

by a unit member starting  the 

year with 0-20 masterpoints), 

mostly playing together. John, 

a cook at Shultzy’s Bar and Grill 

in the U District, and Laura, a 

software consultant at Slalom 

Consulting in downtown Seat-

tle, replied to some questions 

for the SUN. 

 How/when did you 

start playing bridge? 

 John’s family introduced 

it to him in high school. For Laura, a friend of hers told her 

she would learn it with him, and she was hooked, taking up 

duplicate shortly after. Laura introduced John to duplicate a 

little over a year ago and they’ve played together as frequently 

as life allows ever since. 

 Where do you play most often? 

 We play about twice a month at the UW Bridge club, 

run by Ann Romeo, who is one of the most welcoming people 

I’ve yet met in the bridge community. I highly recommend 

this club to new players in the area. We also play rubber 

bridge occasionally with friends 

and family. 

 What do you like 

most about bridge? 

 It’s a different logic 

puzzle every hand. It’s also real-

ly fun to attempt to describe 

your hand using such a limited 

foreign language as a bidding 

box. When you can trust your 

partner’s bids you can infer as 

much from what they don't say 

as what they do say. It’s really satisfying to solve the puzzle of 

what their hand could be and how to play the hands together. 

 What do you do besides bridge? 

 We both enjoy games of all sorts and frequently camp 

and hike on weekends. 

Unit board members, volunteers, and family: (back, from left) Jeff Ford, John Weinberg, Tim White, Larry Holdren, Ray Miller, Bill 
Campbell, Ann Romeo, Patti McCallum, Matt Youngquist, Kim Eng, Lynn Ring, Mike Ring; (front) David Taylor, Sarah Taylor, 

Renae Gunstone-White, David Wright, Jonobie Ford, Eric Sieg, Mimi Holdren, Leah Sieg. Photo by Dane Youngquist. 

Laura and John hiking in the Olympic Peninsula 
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Greetings! The Seattle Bridge Unit (SBU) would like to extend a hearty welcome to all new members 

and to all members who recently transferred into our unit! All new members will receive one free play 

at each of the local clubs. Be sure to check your e-mail! 

 

New Members: Aaron Brown, Bryant Carlson, Ann Marie Carson, Mikayla Davis, Sydney Dobson, 

John Hauf, Brian Klein, Victoria Klein, Dave Miller, Gunjan Murarka, William Rady, Ann Reynolds,    

Diana Ryesky, James Salamonsen, Polly Sidwell, Aidan Silber, Patti Thompson, Shen-Fu Tsai, Jaime 

Weber 

Transfers In: Betty Lou Biggs, Priscilla Boyer, Susan Cornelius, Sheila Cushen, Loretta English,    

David Fulton, Betty Macfarland, Paul Martin, Bertie Nugent, Henny Philips, Shirley Porter, Shirley 

Schmid, Doris Van Olst 

In Memoriam: James Green  
 

Congratulations to the following 

members on their rank advancements! 

 

Junior Master (5 MPs): Patricia Brill, Sally    

Fiorini, Jeanie Ketcham, Lindy Odland, Sandy 

Runyan, Michael Schuffler, Kenna Winston 

Club Master (20 MPs): Carolyn Campbell,     

Jan Hurst, Mary Pekarek, Jyoti Samant, Dian   

Williams, John York-Erwin 

Sectional Master (50 MPs): Tracey Guice, 

Francine Loeb, Jane McClure, Deb Wenneman 

Regional Master (100 MPs): Judith Cotner-

Montoya 

NABC Master (200 MPs): Gene Gousie,      

Bradley Rind 

Bronze Life Master (500 MPs): John Uchida  

Silver Life Master (1000 MPs): John Massman 

Ruby Life Master (1500 MPs): Bryan Gerard 

Emerald Life Master (7500 MPs): Stan Christie  

 

Total Members: 1,457 as of January 1, 2017 

 

 If you'd like to get involved with helping 

the growth of bridge in our area and showing 

people how fun and amazing this game is, please 

don't hesitate to contact a board member. SBU is 

run 100% by volunteers who want to keep bridge 

in Seattle awesome. We would love your help! 
—Mike Ring 

Membership report 

Plan the Play, I 

 

 

 

 At IMPs, you bid to 6S as shown above. The N/S hands 

present a number of possible bidding choices (it would be by 

no means unreasonable to bid 7S on these cards), but your 

task is to find the best play for 12 tricks on the lead of the ♥K. 

 If trumps are 2-1, you can draw trumps and make seven if 

the clubs come in for five tricks or the ♦K is onside. If trumps 

are 3-0, you can still pick up the suit provided you start with 

the right honor (dummy’s ♠A or declarer’s ♠K) first. How 

will you play the trumps? Plan the play. 
(Answer on page 9) 

   (Dummy) 

   ♠A754 

   ♥A5 

   ♦65 

   ♣AK1042  
 
   (Declarer) 

   ♠KJ10863  

   ♥— 

   ♦AQ983 

   ♣Q5 

S W N E 
1S 2H 3C 4H 
4S pass 4N pass 
5H* pass 5N pass 
6H* pass 6S all pass 

           *2 keycards, no ♠Q; no minor suit king  
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A Good Partner 

by David Wright 
  

 There are a number of qualities that are admired as 

attributes of a good bridge partner, as distinct from a good 

player. These include being supportive, being sympathetic to 

partner’s mistakes, and not criticizing partner (launching 

into the old “why didn’t you…” routine after every hand). 

A partner of mine demonstrated some of these qualities in a 

recent club Swiss Team game! 

 I was playing with Shawn Abernethy. On one board, 

our opponents had a slow, tortuous auction looking for a 

slam, but finally signed off in 5S. Declarer lost an early trick 

to Shawn’s hand, regained the lead, and proceeded to draw 

trumps and cash various other winners. Eventually he led 

towards a KJxx in dummy, on my left, in a side suit where I 

held Axxx. At this point I could see that the only way to 

defeat 5S was if declarer had two cards in this side suit and 

misguessed, so I played low. Declarer called for the king 

and claimed the rest when it held (he had a singleton in the 

side suit, so we could never beat 5S). We all put our cards 

away without comment and in another board or two the 

round was over. 

 We finished a few minutes ahead of the other table, so 

the opponents left and Shawn and I chatted while waiting 

for our teammates to return. Some time later, I happened 

to glance at her scorecard and noticed that she had written 

“-1430” on this board. “We were minus 680 on that board. 

They stopped in five,” I said. 

 “Stopped in five?” Shawn gasped. For the past several 

minutes, she had been under the impression that (far from 

merely conceding a meaningless overtrick) I had ducked the 

setting trick against a slam — but not only had she not uttered 

a single question or recrimination, she maintained such an 

even countenance that no one else at the table realized she 

thought anything unusual had happened! 

 [Do you have a story about one of your partners or opponents 

demonstrating attributes of a good bridge partner? Send it to the 

SUN at seattlebridge@hotmail.com!] 

Plan the Play, II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You reach 6H. LHO leads a small spade to RHO’s ♠A. 

RHO continues with the ♠9. Plan the play. 

(Answer on page 10) 

   (Dummy) 

   ♠10 

   ♥KQJ109x 

   ♦Kxx 

   ♣xxx  
LHO                      RHO 
(left hand opponent)                     (right hand opponent) 
 
   (Declarer) 

   ♠KQJxx  

   ♥Ax 

   ♦Axx 

   ♣AJx 

Sweetheart Sectional: 

What’s Board-a-Match? 
  

 The Seattle unit runs events in a 

number of different formats for fun and 

variety! The Friday evening open game 

at the upcoming Sweetheart Sectional will be a Board-A-

Match (BAM) team game. This requires a team of four instead 

of just a pair. The movement is similar to matchpoints, with 

one of your pairs sitting N/S (stationary) and the other E/W. 

Both pairs of your team will play the same boards against both 

pairs of another team. (Don’t worry, the movement will be 

arranged so this happens “automatically.”) 

 Your score is compared ONLY against the team you 

played the board against. You get one point (“win the board”) 

if you do better on the board by any amount, and half a point 

if you tie. As at matchpoints, making overtricks, playing in 

higher-scoring strains, and doubling the opponents (when 

their contract is failing!) can be very important. 

 We hope you’ll try new events and enjoy them, and it’s 

always OK to ask the directors how they work if you don’t 

remember yourself. 
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Club News 

University of Washington Bridge Club 

Christ Episcopal Church  

1305 NE 47th St, Seattle 

annromeo@gmail.com 

 Come play with us on Sundays in the U District.  
Cost is $6, with good hospitality, friendly atmosphere, 
hand records, and usually a rousing port-mortem at a 
nearby hotel lounge or yogurt bar. We start 
at 6:00, and the game is usually over by 
9:30. Our club is a mix of UW students, 
players new to duplicate, experienced part-
nerships, and new partnerships working out 
the kinks. You don’t have to be a UW stu-
dent or alum to play. Street parking is free 
on Sunday. 
 If you need a partner, let me know by 
calling or texting (425) 615-1413 or e-
mailing annromeo@gmail.com and we’ll fix 
you up. John Krah is our Director, I do the hospitality, 
and Daniel Poore and Ray Miller are co-sherpas. We are 
closed during major bridge events (nearby sectionals and 
such), so reach out to me if you are in doubt. 

—Ann Romeo 

 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

West Seattle Senior Center 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

http://www.alkibridgeclub.com/ 

 Thank you for coming to our little corner of Seattle! 
Our weekly games are on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:30 am with a break from 12:00 to 12:25 for lunch.  
Alki features all of the modern conveniences: pre-dealt 
hands with hand records every game, Bridgemates for 
immediate and accurate scoring, and a non-playing direc-
tor to keep the game moving. We are located in West 
Seattle for all you south-enders and Vashonites. We have 
an excellent facility with a spacious and bright room, and 

a full service deli provides excellent soup, salads, and 
sandwiches for lunch. 
 Every game is Open and the first Monday and 
Wednesday of every month is a special game! Get there 
early to ensure seating! We look forward to seeing all of 
you! Cost is $8 for all games, plus $1 for some Special 
Games. 
 Check out our website for our game schedule, re-
sults, and a virtual Partnership Desk. 

 Congratulations to our top master-
point winners in 2016: Paul Schwaighart 
(93.55), Monty Gray (66.73), Wayne Eng-
lish (64.29), Edith DeShaw (55.54), and 
Marty McCune (51.70). 
 February 1 and 6 are Club Champi-
onships. March 1 and 6 are Charity Games 
($1 extra). 
 Alki will be closed on President’s 
Day, February 20 (facilities unavailable). 

—Nick Tipton 

 

Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

12310 134th Ct NE, Redmond 

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.bridgewebs.com/eastside 

 Got the winter blues?? What better way to turn 
things around than to refocus on your bridge game! We 
have several upcoming special events to help you do just 
that. 
 Our Saturday afternoon (1:00 pm) game on February 
4 will be an ACBL-wide International Fund Game. These 
games raise funds to defray the expense of North Ameri-
can participation in international competition. Additional 
masterpoints will be awarded, and  hand records and 
analyses will be provided. 
 March 13-18 will be Club Championship week for 
the first quarter of 2017. More enhanced masterpoint 
award opportunities! Also in March will be the ACBL-

(Continued on page 7) 

Stan Christie is a new 
Emerald Life Master! 

mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
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Club News 

wide Senior Pairs game on Monday, March 27  at noon.  
This game is  restricted to players born prior to January 
1, 1959. Again, additional masterpoints will be awarded, 
and  hand records and analyses will be provided. 
 Our mentoring program will wind down on Febru-
ary 16. We will begin a new series of lessons in March — 
watch the club website for details. In February we will 
also get back on schedule with our Ladies’ Night and 
Swiss Teams games. 
 Eastside Bridge Center is a warm, welcoming, dedi-
cated bridge club. We foster novice and intermediate 
players with limited games: 0-200 games are held on 
Tuesday evenings and Friday mornings, a 0-20 Fun 
Bridge game is held on Saturday mornings, and a 0-750 
game every Wednesday evening. 
 Our noon open games on Monday and Wednesday 
include lunch (sandwich, soup, and salads) at no extra 
cost! Open games are held on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at 10:00 am and Saturdays at 1:00 pm. On the 
second Friday of each month there is a Swiss Teams game 
at 7:00 pm, with complimentary beer and wine. 

—Susan Johnson 

 

 

Des Moines Bridge Club (DMBC) 

Des Moines Senior Center 

2045 S 216th St 

(206) 824-1192 

yesk@comcast.net 

 Come join our great group of friendly bridge players 
at Des Moines on Fridays at 10:30 — the best deal in 
town at $6. We have special point days at $7 such as a 
Membership game on February 24 and a Club Champion-
ship game on March 24. Check the Club Results pages at 
acbl.org for game results and other information. My 
prayer is that everyone that comes to the club has fun and 
does their very best. 

—Yvonne Kirkland 

 

Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@gmail.com 

http://www.seattlebridgecenter.net 

 SBC has hit its stride in our expanded space. We still 
have projects in the works, but those will be mostly 
spritzing! All of our games are getting bigger and our 
Thursday night game is growing very competitive. All 
Tuesday morning and Saturday evening games are Chari-
ty games (or the equivalent) at no extra cost! 
 Join us on Tuesday evenings for our new Rookie Du-
plicate Game! We started this with the New Year and it 
immediately started with 4+ tables every week. No 
charge if you have under 20 masterpoints! 
 Are you looking for a limited game? E-mail me at 
seattlebridgecenter@gmail.com to let me know what days or 
nights work for you! If we find a day and time that works 
for most of you, we can get that going! 
 Current weekly schedule (all Open Pairs except as 
noted): Monday, 10:30 am; Tuesday, 10:30 am (Charity 
Game) and 7:00 pm (Rookie Duplicate — NEW!); 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

STAC Winners 
 

 The following players at local clubs placed first overall in 
Great Western Holiday STAC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) 

events in December, competing against hundreds of pairs at 
participating clubs throughout the western US and Canada: 
Diana Thompson and Steve Kalish (playing at Eastside Bridge 
Center), Thursday Morning Open Pairs; David Binney and 
David Walker (playing at Seattle Bridge Center), Thursday 
Evening Open Pairs; and Harry Steiner and Yoko Barnett 
(playing at Eastside Bridge Center), Friday Morning Open 
Pairs. Congratulations! 

mailto:yesk@comcast.net
mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
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Club News 

Thursday, 10:30 am and 7:00 pm; Friday, 10:30 am; Sat-
urday, 1:00 pm and 6:30 pm (Charity Game).  
 We also have an Open Charity Swiss on the first Fri-
day of each month at 7:30 pm. 
 We have a non-playing director in all games seven 
tables or bigger, and a playing director in smaller games 
ONLY if it prevents a sitout! Improvements are ongoing 
and I expect they will continue throughout my tenure 
here! I look forward to serving your bridge needs for dec-
ades to come. 

—Nick Tipton 

 

Mercercrest Bridge Club (MCBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

mercerislandbridge@gmail.com 

 Have you ever found yourself craving some good 
snacks on Tuesday night? If so we have just the place for 
you. Come join us at the Congregational Church of Mer-
cer Island each week to see what delicious food Ann Ro-
meo has prepared. While you’re there you can also play in 
a great bridge game. 
 All of our games have predealt hands with hand rec-
ords and movements where everyone plays the same 
boards. All games are stratified, so there is good competi-
tion for all levels. If you have questions about what you 
could have done differently on a hand, you will have some 
of the best players in the area to ask for advice. 
  We will be having a Junior Fund game on January 31, 
and a Club Championship game on March 7. Both of these 
games will award extra masterpoints (the Junior Fund 
game will be $1 extra). If you’d like to come play and 
don’t have a partner, call or e-mail us a day or two before 
the game. We are almost always able to make arrange-
ments, and we’d love to have you join us. 
  Congratulations to our top ten masterpoint winners in 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

 [As we begin another Round Robin season, enjoy this vintage 

reprint from the December 2012/January 2013 SUN!] 
 

Why I Love the Round Robin 

by Kim Eng 
  

 On September 13[, 2012], my Round Robin team had 

a match against Joel Castoriano’s 

team. After the first half of the 

match, we had about 15 minutes 

of down time while the other table 

finished. Therein lies the beauty of 

the Round Robin format. As we 

were waiting, enjoying the yummy 

snacks provided by our host, we 

got the chance to chat with each 

other and the opportunity to get to know each other a little 

bit on a personal level, apart from bridge. 

 Before this night, all I knew about Ron Tracy was that 

he is a very good bridge player. But that night, I learned that 

he’s also a dentist/orthodontist and works in an office with 

his daughter Colleen. My team lost the match and I was not 

happy knowing that I hadn’t played very well. But the very 

next day I turned on the news — and heard a story about 

how Ron and his daughter were giving out free dental ser-

vices to those in need who couldn’t afford to pay for it 

themselves. It made me smile and definitely restored some 

perspective about this great game we play — and the fact 

that it’s not ALL about the cards, but also about getting to 

spend some time with some pretty incredible people. 

 So while, have no fear, I’ll continue to play my fair 

share of club games and tournaments, I’ll continue to look 

forward to the more social aspect of the Round Robin for-

mat and the chance it provides to really get to know people 

at the next level! 

 [To sign up for the 2017 Round Robin, e-mail Mike Ring at 

michaelring304@comcast.net by March 31.] 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
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Club News 

2016: Ray Miller (37.22), Mike Christensen (32.29), 
Stanford Christie (28.57), Jeff Ford (28.24), Kim Eng 
(27.69), Mike Ring (26.61), Brad Rind (23.96), Brian 
Zaugg (23.65), David Hankins (23.18), and Cornel Galer 
(21.16). 

—Shawn Abernethy 

 

Mercer Island Bridge Club (MIBC) 

VFW Hall (Post #5760) 

1836 72nd Ave SE, Mercer Island 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist2@gmail.com 

 Happy New Year to all our Bridge Players. We have 
been teaching bridge lessons at the College Club on Lake 
Union and hopefully in the near future there will be a 
game on Wednesday evenings. David Taylor and Craig 
Mills will be taking over for me and will keep us posted as 
the College Club continues. 
 Mercer Island had some chilly games in January as we 
battled with the furnace, but that is all under control now 
and we are toasty warm and cozy with a burning fire-
place. 
 We continue with our policy of having as many 
“bonus point” games as possible. These games award extra 
masterpoints and there is no additional fee required. Jan-
uary’s benefactor was the Junior Fund. 
 MIBC prides itself on being the friendliest club, most 
welcoming to beginning bridge players, and those wishing 
to play in a more relaxed environment. Always plenty of 
food and partners guaranteed. 
 In February we will honor our members on the 13th 
and 14th with Membership Appreciation Games. Febru-
ary 20 and 21 will be Charity Games benefitting Seattle 
Next Generation Bridge. We will have Pizza Pairs on 
February 27th, which includes all the pizza you can eat. 
 In March we feature Educational Foundation benefit 
games on the 13th and 14th, with another Pizza Pairs on 
the 27th.   
 We will be closed the week of April 10 as the VFW 

Hall gets a major facelift. Hopefully if we give you plenty 
of notice no one will show up to play. Can’t wait to see 
all the changes. 
 Looking forward to a great year of bridge and good 
friends. 

—Barbara Nist 

(Continued from page 8) 

 Solution to Plan the Play, I 

 When faced with a two-way guess — in this case, which 

opponent (if any) started with ♠Qxx — one often looks to 

the auction for clues as to which opponent may have length or 

missing high cards in a suit. 

 Here, however, there is a more important consideration. 

If you start with the ♠K and LHO shows out (meaning you 

have a trump loser), you may go down if the minor suits lie 

unfavorably. In contrast, if you start with the ♠A and RHO 

shows out, the contract is still almost guaranteed, as LHO can 

be forced to make a favorable lead when he wins the ♠Q! 

 After pitching a diamond on the ♥A, the correct play at 

trick two is the ♠A. If RHO shows out, ruff dummy’s ♥5, 

cash the ♠K and ♣Q, and play on clubs (discarding diamonds 

from hand). If LHO ever ruffs a club winner, he will have to 

lead a diamond into the ♦AQ or concede a ruff-and-sluff (you 

throw a diamond from dummy and ruff in hand, and dummy 

now has two trumps left for your diamond losers). If LHO 

refuses to ruff, you can endplay him by leading a trump your-

self if necessary (e.g., if clubs are 4-2, you ruff the fourth 

round of clubs, establishing dummy’s last club for another 

diamond discard, then lead a spade). 

 Starting trumps with the ♠A succeeds whenever clubs are 

3-3 or 4-2 (or 5-1 with the singleton ♣J), regardless of the 

layout of the spades. At worst, if clubs are 5-1 or 6-0 

(preventing the establishment of a fourth club trick) and LHO 

refuses to ruff, you can fall back on the diamond finesse. 

 [From the 2001 Bermuda Bowl] 

(Continued from page 4) 

mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
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 The ACBL’s Zero Tolerance policy is aimed at creating a 

more pleasant playing experience by setting out expectations for 

players’ behavior and prescribing remedies directors may apply 

under the Laws of Duplicate Bridge, Section 90 Procedural Pen-

alties and Section 91 Penalize or Suspend. Perhaps less widely 

known is the ACBL’s Code of Active Ethics, which takes a fur-

ther step by setting out expectations related to fair play. In the 

past, and to this day in some quarters, “coffeehousing,” other 

types of “gamesmanship,” or forms of intimidation have been 

practiced in order to gain a competitive advantage. The concept 

of Active Ethics is premised on the principle that “winners 

should be determined solely by skill, flair and normal playing 

luck.” 

 Four aspects of Active Ethics are described on the ACBL 

website, at http://www.acbl.org/tournaments_page/ethics-and-

discipline/active-ethics/. These are (1) the principle of full disclo-

sure, (2) social behavior, (3) slow play and (4) statement of con-

ventions. In practicing full disclosure, players adhere to the 

principle that “all information available to your partnership must 

be made available to your opponents.” This means going beyond 

what is technically required, for example by volunteering infor-

mation to the opponents such as the partnership’s style with 

weak two bids. Actively ethical players avoid behaviors that 

would make anyone uncomfortable. Slow play harms the oppo-

nents as well as other pairs or teams in the field. Actively ethical 

players make every effort to play with proper pace and to catch 

up when they or others have fallen behind. The Code of Active 

Ethics also explains that in using a convention, a partnership has 

the responsibility to have discussed when it applies and “to re-

move any possible disadvantage accruing to them [the oppo-

nents] from their side’s failure to have a complete conventional 

understanding.” 

 Those who embrace active ethics value the game as some-

thing greater than themselves and understand the benefits that 

accrue to their opponents, themselves, and the bridge commu-

nity over the short and long terms. You can read more about 

Active Ethics at the link above. 

 A final thought — as players we should also be mindful of 

the opportunity to apply the principles of Zero Tolerance and 

the social behavior aspect of Active Ethics in our interactions 

with others who fulfill the many important roles in our bridge 

experience. Directors, caddies, hospitality hosts, facility staff 

and others who make our events happen are also deserving of 

the respect and consideration inherent in the principles underly-

ing Zero Tolerance and Active Ethics. Please be considerate of 

these folks, show them respect, and take time to express your 

appreciate for their service. 

 [Has an opponent gone “above and beyond” in adhering to prin-

ciples of fairness and Active Ethics against you? Send the story to the 

SUN at seattlebridge@hotmail.com and let’s make this a regular 

feature! —Ed.] 

article 

Solution to Plan the Play, II 

 What’s the problem? Just win and draw trumps, right? 

Yes, but there is a small trap to avoid — it is possible LHO’s 

spade was a singleton. If you put up a spade honor at trick two 

and LHO ruffs, you can overruff in dummy, but now you only 

have 11 top tricks. Play low from hand, ruff in dummy, and 

then you can draw trumps and enjoy your winners. 

 For extra credit: suppose you carelessly play a spade honor 

at trick two and it gets ruffed. Are there are any layouts of the 

opponents’ cards where you can recover and take 12 tricks? 

Yes! It is instructive to think about what they are and how you 

could then succeed (for example, you can make 6S if either 

opponent has the ♣KQ doubleton — can you see how?). 

[Based on a hand from Peiyush Jain’s blog at 
http://ruffnsluff.blogspot.com] 

(Continued from page 5) 

Active Ethics...And More 

by Tim White, Seattle Unit President 
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Making the Wright Play: A Matchpoint Decision 

by David Wright 

 When declaring at IMPs or rubber bridge, making your 

contract is the paramount concern. At matchpoint or board-a-

match scoring, overtricks can be extremely valuable. Declarer 

may even play for overtricks at the risk of going down in a con-

tract, if he or she judges that the odds are favorable or that the 

potential matchpoint gain outweighs the potential loss. 

 Sitting West, in third seat with nobody vulnerable, you 

pick up ♠xx ♥Jx ♦Qx ♣AQJxxxx. After two passes you open 

3C, which is passed out. The opening lead from North is the ♥4 

(fourth best if from length) and you see: 

 This appears to be a typical matchpoint play decision. If 

you play low from dummy and find North has led away from the 

♥Q, you can steal a third heart trick with the ♥J, discarding a 

spade or diamond loser on the ♥AK. However, if you play low 

and South has the ♥Q, you may go down in a cold contract. 

 Some might go up with an honor out of cowardice; some 

might play low for fear of looking like a coward; some might 

reason that, if the lead is from length (as is certainly probable), 

North (LHO) is more likely than South (RHO) to have the ♥Q. 

Is there any more to it than that? 

 Think about how play will go — you hope — after the 

♥J hypothetically wins. You have to take your discard on the 

hearts immediately, before the opponents get in, so you play the 

♥AK, then take a successful trump finesse. Now you can’t get 

back to dummy, so you have to play the ♣A and hope RHO 

started with ♣Kx. If RHO started with ♣Kxx, your risky play in 

hearts merely “broke even” — you gained a trick in hearts, but 

since it left you only one entry to dummy to finesse in clubs 

instead of two, you lost an unnecessary trump trick.  

 And that’s if LHO led from three or four hearts to the 

♥Q. Suppose he has five hearts (♥Qxx43)? RHO will ruff the 

third round of hearts, preventing the hoped-for discard. You can 

overruff, but now you merely break even (compared to going 

up with a heart honor at trick one and finessing in trumps) if 

RHO started with ♣Kx, and you actually lose a trick if RHO 

started with ♣Kxx, since you still only scored two heart tricks 

and now you can’t pick up the trumps. 

 In short, even if you successfully run the opening lead to 

the ♥J, a “parlay” of other factors has to materialize before you 

can actually take an extra trick. And if RHO turns up with the 

♥Q, the metaphorical roof will fall in — the opponents are sure 

to cash their spades and diamonds, and then (having burned your 

second heart entry) you may even suffer the indignity of losing 

an unnecessary trump (if RHO has ♣Kxx) in addition to the 

unnecessary heart. 

 To sum up: compared to going up with a heart honor and 

finessing in trumps, playing low from dummy turns +110 into 

+130 if RHO has ♥xxx(x) and ♣K(x), or -50 into +110 if RHO 

has ♥xxx(x)/♣x(x) (or, in the “blind squirrel finding a nut” cat-

egory, if RHO has ♥xx/♣xxx, since declarer will perforce drop 

the offside singleton ♣K after RHO ruffs the third heart). It 

breaks even when RHO has ♥xx/♣Kx or ♥xxx(x)/♣Kxx. It 

turns +110 into -50 if RHO has ♥xx/♣Kxx or ♥Q/♣K(x), -50 

into -100 if RHO has ♥Q/♣Kxxx or ♥Q/♣x(x), or +110 into 

-100 if RHO has ♥Q/♣Kxx. 

 I’m not sure if the best play can be objectively calculated, 

especially since it partly depends on whether the contract and 

lead are judged to be “normal” (could the opponents have got 

into the auction at some tables, perhaps going -50 or -100 in 

their own contract?), but I think a case can be made for “timidly” 

going up with the ♥A/♥K and finessing in trumps, even at 

matchpoints. In any event, it shows the importance of thinking 

through the ramifications of a play decision in the context of the 

entire hand. 
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Club Schedules and Locations 

Locations: 
 
Emerald Bridge Club 
Fife Community Center, 2111 54th Ave E, Fife 
Dennie Dye, (253) 939-0733 
 
Halcyon Mobile Home Park 
12216 Ashworth Ave N, Seattle 
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484/(206) 972-1941 (cell)   
[formerly at Ronald Methodist Church] 
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club 
Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave S 
(206) 226-9732  
  
Vashon Bridge Club 
Location varies, call for details 
James Dam, (206) 567-5279/eadnjd@comcast.net   
 
See “Club News” starting on p. 2 for other club information. 

Sunday  
6:00 pm UW Bridge Club    
 
Monday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Eastside Bridge Center  Light Lunch 
7:00 pm Mercer Island Bridge Club 
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am Mercer Island Bridge Club 
7:00 pm  Mercercrest Bridge Club  
  Eastside Bridge Center 0-200 
  Seattle Bridge Center Rookie Duplicate 
 
Wednesday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
Noon   Halcyon Mobile Homes Senior, 0-2000 
  Eastside Bridge Center Light Lunch 
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 0-750 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
6:30 pm  LeEtta King Bridge Club  
7:00 pm Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  Open/0-200 
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm Vashon Bridge Club (except first Fridays; 

time varies, call first) 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am  Eastside Bridge Center      0-20 “Fun Bridge” 
1:00 pm  Seattle Bridge Center 
   Eastside Bridge Center 
6:30 pm Seattle Bridge Center 

All games are open unless otherwise specified. 



Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month, in February, 

April, June, August, October, and December. 

 Contributions from unit members are greatly 

appreciated. E-mail news, letters, anecdotes, 

or articles to seattlebridge@hotmail.com. The 

deadline for submissions is the 10th of each 

odd-numbered month. All submissions may be 

edited for length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by David Wright. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Michael Ring 
16095 Cleveland St., #222 
Redmond, WA 98052 

Tournament Trail 

Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN Delivery 

The SUN is delivered to all unit members who provide an e-mail 

address or ask for it to be sent by mail. Let us know if you want to 

get a paper copy of the newsletter. 

February 10-12  Bellingham Sectional 

 17-19  Bothell Sectional [see flyer, p. 12] 

 20-26  VANCOUVER, WA REGIONAL 

 

March 3-5  Moses Lake Sectional 

 9-19  KANSAS CITY, MO NABC 

 21-23  Walla Walla Sectional 

 25-26  D19 GNT Finals, Open/Flight B [see p. 2] 

 31-Apr. 2 Everett Sectional 

 

April 8-9  D19 GNT Finals, Flights A/C [see p. 2] 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com

