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Grubbs, Hendrickson Win Round Robin 
  

 Congratulations to the winners of the unit’s 2017 Yarington 

Memorial Round Robin competition: Grubbs (Dave Grubbs, 

Barbara Nist, Howard Epley, and Steve Handley), who defeated 

the Chalfan team in the bracket 1 final (turning the tables from 

last year) by a score of 69 to 37; and Hendrickson (Hugh Hen-

drickson, Bill Campbell, Nelson Davis, and Tony Marshall), who 

defeated the Romeo team 66-41 in bracket 2. 

 For a couple of hands from the Round Robin finals, see p. 8. 

 

Sign Up for the 2018 Round Robin! 

  by Eric Sieg 
 

 Registration is now open for the 2018 Round Robin event. 

To register, e-mail Eric Sieg at unitgames@bridgeinseattle.org with 

your team roster (4-6 players) by Saturday, March 31. The 

cost is $60 per team. 

 Captains are always key to making this event a success, so if 

you are willing to be a captain, please send an e-mail and I’ll help 

put a team together. In addition, if you are interested in partici-

pating but lack a partner or teammates, please send an e-mail to 

that same address so I can help out! 

 The Round Robin is one of my favorite things that the unit 

does and something I look forward to each year. We get to play a 

team event in a more social setting. While bridge is great, bridge 

followed by a friendly discussion of hands is even better! I have 

also loved the opportunity to get to know other players better 

and meet their family members and friends who might not play 

bridge (yet!). 

 From feedback on how we can make this event even better, 

we are also planning on adding an optional “Round Robin Day” in 

the middle of the season which will be a day that teams can put on 

their calendar and plan to hopefully knock out 1 or 2 matches. I’ll 

work with interested teams to coordinate actual matches, but 

several teams have expressed a desire to have one day they can 

plan on with a predefined location available. We’ll give it a try 

this year and see how people like it. 

 In addition, we are really hoping to get enough teams to 

have three brackets this year. The goal is an A bracket with no 

limits, a B bracket aimed at teams averaging less than 2500 mas-

terpoints per person, and a C bracket which would be aimed at 

teams averaging less than 500 masterpoints per person. 

 For a complete description of the event, and team rosters 

and match results once the event begins, see: 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/2018-round-robin 

 

Unit Board Officers Elected 
   

 At its January 8 meeting, the Seattle Unit Board elected the 

following officers for 2018: Ann Romeo, President; Ray Miller, 

Vice President; John Weinberg, Treasurer; and JC Chupack, 

Secretary. Other board members for 2018 are Bill Campbell, 

Mike Christensen, Monty Gray, Tracey Guice, Larry Holdren, 

Patti McCallum, Eric Sieg, and Tim White. 

 

Monthly Unit Games Return 

  by Eric Sieg 

 

 The Seattle Unit Board is excited to announce the return of 

monthly unit games! This new(ish) monthly series will rotate 

between existing club games and offer increased master points, 

similar to a charity game, without an increased fee. In addition, 

there will be several different competitions related to the month-

ly unit game series. 

 The Choice Award will go to whomever scores the best, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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taking their best three performances into account. The Totals 

Award will go to whomever scores the most across the entirety 

of the series. The NLM award will go to the non-Life Master 

who scores the most points. Finally, anyone who manages to 

attend all 12 of the events will be recognized for the Longevity 

Award! All of the names for these awards are temporary until 

we think of better ones, so if you have ideas on better names 

(or any other feedback!) please send them to 

unitgames@bridgeinseattle.org. 

 Each month will be at a different time and location, so 

look for the announcements in the SUN for each coming 

game. The first game will take place at Mercer Island Bridge 

Club on Monday, January 29 at 7:00 pm. This is  

Barbara’s special monthly 

pizza night, so please let her 

know in advance if you are 

coming by shooting an e-mail 

to bnist2@gmail.com so she 

can have an idea of how many 

pizzas to make. 

 The February game will 

be at Alki Bridge Club on 

Monday, February 12 at 

10:30 am and the March game will be at the UW club on 

Sunday, March 4 at 6:00 pm. 

 

          Using the                 Card! 

 

 Effective January 1, the Stop card has been eliminated 

from bidding boxes at all ACBL-sanctioned tournaments. 

 Clubs have the option to retain or eliminate the Stop card, 

at their discretion. 

 This does not change players’ responsibilities after a skip 

bid. You are still required, whether the Stop card is used or 

not, to think about your call for approximately ten seconds 

after your right hand opponent makes a skip bid, to avoid con-

veying unauthorized information to partner about your hand. 

Greg Herman to Represent USA 

in Junior World Championships 

by Bill Herman 

 

 Greg went to Atlanta in December to participate in a trial 

to select two teams to represent the United States at the 

World Youth Team Bridge Championships. After a disappoint-

ing result on the first day round robin event, Greg’s team 

(DHIR) faced elimination matches for the next four days. On 

the fifth day they were playing in the final for the USA2 team, 

against the team (WEI) that had lost in the USA1 final. 

 After five days and 300 boards, the whole tournament 

came down not just to the last board, but to the last two tricks! 

I had been watching the tournament on BridgeBase.com for 

three days. Greg’s team lost 

the lead with two boards to 

go. I saw the layout on the 

final board and thought it 

was a loss, shut down the 

laptop, and sent my condo-

lence text. 

 Much to my sur-

prise, we later received the 

reply that Greg’s team had 

won! [How? See article below.] His team will travel to Beijing to 

represent the US in the World Youth Team Championships 

this August. Congratulations Greg and the USA2 team! 

 Greg learned to play bridge in Seattle and is a former 

member of the University of Washington college team. He is 

now pursuing a PhD in Atmospheric Science at Colorado State 

University. 

 For complete Vugraph play records, Daily Bulletins, and 

other information on the Junior Team Trials, see: 

https://tinyurl.com/y7x95666  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

USA2: (from left) Burke Snowden, Samuel Amer, 
Greg Herman, Will Zhu, Arjun Dhir 

News, cont. 
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The Last Board of the USA2 Final 

  

 The last set of the USA2 final was wild, with huge swings 

flying in both directions. On one board, Greg and his partner 

recorded +1790 in 7N off an ace (but with thirteen top tricks 

in the other suits) when the aceless opening hand was on lead 

and guessed wrong. Then Greg’s opponents went down in a 

grand slam on a finesse, while his teammates stopped in the 

small slam at their table. Nonetheless, with good results on 

several other boards, the WEI team held a 7-IMP lead with one 

board left to play. This was the last board: 

 Greg’s teammates played in 6N with 

their twelve top tricks. It seemed impossible 

for WEI to lose the match, as their pair had 

only to bid a small slam to push the board; or, 

if they did happen to bid a grand slam, the 

spade finesse (the ♠K was onside) would yield 

the thirteenth trick, merely increasing their 

margin of victory. But…. 

 The WEI pair did reach the grand 

slam and received a diamond lead. As the win-

ners were cashed, a complete count on the hand became availa-

ble from the defenders’ discarding. When LHO (who had dis-

carded one heart earlier) showed out on the second heart win-

ner, this was known to be the position: 

 RHO was known to hold the win-

ning heart and had therefore been forced 

to discard down to a singleton spade. If he 

held the ♠K, he would have been 

squeezed, though this was anti-percentage 

with LHO known to have started with 

four spades to RHO’s two. Instead of 

finessing, the WEI declarer played for the 

squeeze, attempting to drop the ♠K off-

side, and went down in the grand slam to 

lose the match. 

 Note that Greg (RHO) and his partner had to discard 

accurately to give declarer the option to go wrong! If Greg had 

discarded both his “worthless” spades, declarer would have 

known that his last two cards were hearts and the spade finesse 

was therefore certain to succeed. 

 This was the full hand (as it appeared on Vugraph): 

Bridge Camp Is Coming! 

by Ann Romeo 

 

 We would like you to consider sending the young person 

in your life to camp to learn the great game of bridge! 

Bridge4Youth is in the planning stage for our 2018 Summer 

Camp. The camp will run over two weeks in July. Week 1 

(Beginners) will be July 8-13 and Week 2 (Advancing) will be 

July 16-20. The price will be $125 per camper, with discounts 

for multiple family members and campers attending both 

weeks. Over the past six years we have graduated dozens of 

kids — why not have your child, grandchild, niece, or nephew 

join the fun? 

 For more information, e-mail annromeo@gmail.com or 

check out our website at: 

http://b4youth.org/ 

(Continued from page 2) 

 (Dummy) 
 ♠AQ3 
 ♥5 
 ♦AKJ1084 
 ♣AKQ 
 
 (Declarer) 
 ♠J1084 
 ♥AK982 
 ♦Q7 
 ♣J2 

 ♠AQ 
 ♥— 
 ♦— 
 ♣— 
 (LHO)  (RHO) 
 ♠??  ♠? 

 ♥—  ♥Q 
 ♦—  ♦— 
 ♣—  ♣— 
 ♠J 
 ♥9 
 ♦— 
 ♣— 

News, cont. 



 
Page 4 February / march 2018 

 

 

Mercercrest Bridge Club (MCBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

mercerislandbridge@gmail.com 

 Have you ever found yourself craving some good 
snacks on Tuesday night? If so we have just the place for 
you. Come join us each week to see what delicious food 
Ann Romeo has prepared. While you’re there you can 
also play in a great bridge game.  
 All of our games have pre-dealt hands with hand rec-
ords, and movements where everyone plays the same 
boards. All games are stratified, so there is good competi-
tion for all levels. And if you have questions about what 
you could have done different-
ly on a hand, you will have 
some of the best players in the 
area to ask for advice. 
 Our quarterly Club Cham-
pionship game will be on Feb-
ruary 27. If you’d like to come 
play and don’t have a partner, 
call us or e-mail us a day or 
two before the game. We are 
almost always able to make 
arrangements, and we’d love 
to have you join us. 
 Congratulations to the top 
masterpoint winners for No-
vember-December: Kim Eng 
(6.19), Jeff Ford (5.36), Mike 
Christensen (4.63), and David 
Hankins and Kevin Cline 
(3.90). 
 Ray Miller topped the an-
nual masterpoint list for the fourth straight year! The top 
ten: Ray Miller (28.72), Jeff Ford (28.45), Eric Sieg 
(28.08), Jenni Carmichael (24.66), Mike Christensen 
(24.22), Stan Christie (23.14), Brad Rind (23.07), Kim 

Eng (22.75), Corneliu Galer (22.72), and John Krah 
(21.74). 
 Happy New Year and may all your bridge dreams 
come true in 2018. 

—Shawn Abernethy 

 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

West Seattle Senior Center 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

http://www.alkibridgeclub.com/ 

 Thank you all for coming to our little corner of Seat-
tle! Our weekly games are every Monday and Wednesday 
at 10:30 am, with a break from 12:00 to 12:25 for lunch. 

Alki features all of the modern 
conveniences: pre-dealt hands 
with hand records every game, 
Bridgemates for immediate 
and accurate scoring, and a 
non-playing director to keep 
the game moving. We are lo-
cated in West Seattle for all 
you  sou th -e nde r s  a nd 
Vashonites. We have an excel-
lent facility with a spacious and 
bright room, and a full service 
deli provides excellent soup, 
salads, and sandwiches for 
lunch. 
 Every game is Open 
and the first Monday and 
Wednesday of every month is 
a special game! Cost is $8 for 
all games, plus one dollar for 
some Special Games. We look 

forward to seeing all of you!  
 Check out our website for results and game schedule. 
 Final top masterpoint winners of 2017 were: Paul 

(Continued on page 5) 
Three sessions on Friday of Sweetheart Sectional! See flyer, p. 12. 
“Daylight” Pairs (10:30 am & 3:00 pm) plus Fast Pairs at 7:30 pm. NEW! 

Beth McCaslin passed away on January 4 after 
suffering head injuries in a fall on a steep 

driveway. A memorial will be held at Bellevue 
Presbyterian Church on January 25 at 2:30 pm. 
Condolences to John and to Beth’s other family 
and bridge friends. An obituary can be read at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y7nbz7w5 

Club News 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
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Schwaighart (72.67), Edith DeShaw 
(59.35), Karen Hudesman (53.72), 
Wayne English (53.39), and Ron Tracy 
(44.93). 
 February 5 and 7 are Charity 
Games, $10 entry. March 5 and 7 are 
also Charity Games, $10 entry. We will 
also host the Monthly Unit Game on 
February 12. 
 Alki will be closed on President’s Day, February 19 
(facility unavailable). 

—Nick Tipton 

 

Mercer Island Bridge Club (MIBC) 

VFW Hall (Post #5760) 

1836 72nd Ave SE, Mercer Island 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist2@gmail.com 

 Mercer Island Bridge Club is happy to be hosting the 
first Monthly Unit Game of 2018, on Monday, January 
29 at 7:00 pm. As this is a Pizza Pairs Event (all you can 
eat), we would appreciate reservations to assure there 
will be enough pizza for all. Contact Barbara at the phone 
number or e-mail above. 
 We will be premiering a new event on February 12 
— a Mixed Pairs Special. All pairs (Mixed and Unmixed) 

will play in the same event, with the 
highest ranking mixed pair in each flight 
receiving a special prize. Please plan to 
attend. Bring your sweetheart or some-
one else’s. 
 Our Quarterly Club Champi-
onship games will be February 26 and 
27. Extra masterpoints for this event. 
And in March we will hold ACBL Char-
ity Games on March 12 and 13. 
 Thanks to our great staff: Steve 

Kasner who does set up, Meg Okada and Bill Jolly who 
do tear down, and Craig Ruden, Moises Saul and Craig 
Mills who are the backup directors. We are so lucky to 
have these wonderful men. 
 If you want to experience the friendliest game in 
town, designed for beginners to the game, that always 
guarantees a partner, this the one for you. 

—Barbara Nist 

 

University of Washington Bridge Club 

Christ Episcopal Church  

1305 NE 47th St, Seattle 

annromeo@gmail.com 

 Greetings! Come join us in the dark days of winter! 
We are a happy launch for new players and partnerships, 
and always welcome veterans. Our game is Sundays in 
the U-District with supervised play at 5:15, sanctioned 
game at 6:00, and we’re usually done by 9:30. Cost is $6 
(students play free!) and hand records are available. Af-
terwards, we have been doing postmortems at the Ram 
in University Village, with cheap eats and drinks Sunday 
evening. Street parking is free. Let me know if you need 
a partner, and come play! 
 We will have a GNT Qualifier Swiss on January 28 
(Pro Bowl Sunday). We will be hosting the Monthly Unit 
Game on March 4 — a good time to come check out our 
game! 

—Ann Romeo 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Club News 

Hospitality Corner 

by Ann Romeo 
  

  Hi all, here is a general shout out for treats for 

our Sweetheart Sectional to be held at Vasa Park [see 

flyer, p. 12]. Anything is welcome, from veggies to 

Valentine candy. See you at the tables. 

mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
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Club News 

 

 

Des Moines Bridge Club 

(DMBC) 

Des Moines Senior Center 

2045 S 216th St 

(206) 824-1192 

yesk@comcast.net 

 Come join our great group of 
friendly bridge players at Des Moines 
on Fridays at 10:30. Game results are 
on the Club Results pages at acbl.org. We have special 
games usually on the last Friday of the month. 
 My prayer is that everyone that comes to the club has 
fun and does their very best. 

—Yvonne Kirkland 

 

Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

12310 134th Ct NE, Redmond 

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.bridgewebs.com/eastside 

  Mistook my partner’s intent 
  Grand Slam looked Heaven sent 
  Opponents said double 
  I was in trouble 
  Now I see what she meant!    (Written by: John Hill) 
 Here’s hoping that you and partner are on the same 
page in the new year! As for being on the same page, 
Eastside Bridge Center is offering you an opportunity to 
compare your results with players throughout the coun-
try. We will begin participation in the “Common Game” 
once a week, for the Saturday afternoon game. Participat-
ing clubs throughout the country will be playing the same 
hands, and players will have the opportunity to see their 

results in comparison to those of other participants. 
There is no additional charge for this game and no addi-
tional points, just the pure satisfaction of seeing how well 
you can do on the national stage! Better still, expert anal-
ysis of select hands is available. For more information, 
check out http://thecommongame.com. 

 Eastside will continue our 
monthly GNT Qualifying Swiss Team 
games on the second Friday evening of 
the month. Upcoming games will be 
held on February 9 and March 9, with 
game time at 7:00 pm. Field a team 
and join us! 
 On a sad note, our club lost a 
good friend when Beth McCaslin 
passed away in January. In her honor 
we will hold a memorial game. While 

a date and time has not been chosen at this time, it will 
likely be in late February or early March. We’ll give you 
the details as soon as plans are finalized, so keep an eye on 
our website. 
 There are a number of ACBL-wide events upcoming.  
Saturday, February 3 brings the ACBL-wide International 
Fund game, and ESBC will again participate in the ACBL-
wide SENIOR pairs game on Monday, March 19th.   
 As always, thank you for your patronage of Eastside 
Bridge Center, and good luck at the table! 

—Susan Johnson 

 

Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@gmail.com 

http://www.seattlebridgecenter.net 

 SBC is located in North Seattle and is very convenient 
for everyone north of downtown as well as south 
Snohomish County. Come give us a try! We have eight 
weekly games, all of which except Tuesday nights are 
open to all. 
 All Tuesdays mornings and Saturday nights are Chari-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
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The Seattle Bridge Unit (SBU) would like to extend a warm welcome to all new members as well as 
members who have recently transferred into our unit! All new members will receive one free play at 
each of the local clubs. Be sure to check your e-mail! 
 
New Members: Michael Adams, Pamela Adams, Mei-Ling Andreen, Glenda Beebe, Yichen Cai, Eric 
Friedland, Dana Good, Joel Milstein, Stanley Oskamp, Ephrath Rais, William Tenneson, Alexander 
Wiljanen 

Transfers In: Nei-Jia Chin, Yinghao Liu, Sophia Maymudes, Carol Williams  
 

Congratulations to the following members on their rank advancements! 

 

Junior Master (5 MPs): Polly Bonnell, Robert Cunningham, Linda Hill, Sally Jerome, Cathy Kay, 
Laura Miller, Robert Rosen, John Sweeney, Reid Swick, Tony Whatley, Peggy Yeakel 

Club Master (20 MPs): Jean Fitzgerald, Patricia Hendrix, John McCoy, Jan Miller, Beverly Shapiro, 
Susanne Weaver 

Sectional Master (50 MPs): Grant Davis, Ivy French, Robert Mierow, Dale Ranz, Don Rogers,  
John York-Erwin  

Regional Master (100 MPs): Carl Berkenwald, Patricia Johnson, Steven Levy, David Lindstrom, 
Sandra Lindstrom, Nancy Price 

NABC Master (200 MPs): Jolanta Janowski, Tony Marshall, Sharon Riddle, Carolyn Wyman 

Advanced NABC Master (300 MPs): Tony Alberts 

Life Master (300/500 MPs): Craig Ruden, Tina Villines 

Bronze Life Master (500/750 MPs): Peter Brown, Jim Burbidge, Dave Drischell, Donald Stark,                          
Tina Villines 

Silver Life Master (1000 MPs): Martha Potter, Thomas Stever 

Ruby Life Master (1500 MPs): Charles Gravenkemper, Becky Stevens, Linda Yount 
 
Total Members: 1,397 as of January 1, 2018 
 
If you'd like to get involved with helping the growth of bridge in our area, please don't hesitate to 
contact a board member. SBU is run totally by volunteers dedicated to showing greater Seattle how 
fun and amazing our game is. We would love your help! 

—Mike Ring 

Membership report 

ty Games (or the equivalent) at no extra cost! 
 Join us for our new Rookie Duplicate Game! We are 
consistently getting 6-9 tables every week. FREE if you 
have under 20 masterpoints! (NO Rookie Duplicate 
game on February 13.) 
 See our website for directions, schedule, and game 
results. 
 Are you looking for a limited game? E-mail me at the 
address above to let me know what days or nights work 

for you! If we find a day and time that works for most of 
you, we can get that going! 
 It’s already our second anniversary! On March 30 we 
will celebrate with a potluck followed by a siesta, inter-
spersed with bridge! 
 Closures: Saturday, February 17 (Sweetheart Sec-
tional) and Saturday, March 24 (Everett Sectional). 
 Congratulations to Rose Bolson, winner of the 2017 
Lorraine Leach Award for total masterpoints! Final stand-
ings: Rose Bolson (120.34), Jim Thompson (110.20), 
Corrine Joinette (102.94), Terry Chinn (86.71), and 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Hands from the Round Robin Finals, I 

  by Steve Handley 

 

 Here are a couple of 5-IMP swings from the bracket 1 

final. 1. I picked up as South: ♠J982 ♥K7 ♦AJ53 ♣Jxx. With 

neither vulnerable, partner deals and opens 1S. East pass-

es. Our methods to show a balanced limit raise start with a 

forcing notrump reponse, which I bid. West overcalls 3H. It 

goes pass, pass back to me. I still have 10 HCP, but the ♥K 

now looks useless, so I bid only 3S, which was passed out. The 

♥Q is the opening lead, and I’m very disappointed when my 

partner Howard wins the ♥A at trick one. His hand was: 

♠AK10xx ♥Ax ♦Q109x ♣xx. It’s a very good game contract, 

needing either the ♦K onside, or no trump loser missing only 

four spades to the Queen. But lady luck put the ♦K and ♠Qxx 

offside, so nine tricks was the limit, and we picked up 5 

IMPs. (It was a good hand for the law of total tricks advocates 

as well. N/S had nine spades and could make only nine tricks 

in spades. E/W had nine hearts and would make exactly nine 

tricks in hearts.) 

 2. Still as South, I had ♠Q108x ♥AQ109x ♦Jx ♣xx. With 

E/W vulnerable, I dealt and passed, and heard two more pass-

es. RHO (Ray Miller) opened 1D in fourth seat. I overcalled 

1H. LHO (Jen Chalfan) bid 1S. Partner passed. Ray bid 3D, 

Jen bid 3H, and Ray bid 3N, ending the auction. I had to find a 

lead. I didn’t want to lead a heart, which could have been the 

ninth trick. With nothing else 

to go on, I decided to lead a 

spade to attack transporta-

tion. This was the full hand: 

 Ray won the ♠A, then led 

the ♦Q, which Howard cov-

ered. I got in with the ♦J on the 

next trick and led a spade to 

Howard’s ♠K. He returned the 

♥J, enabling us to score five 

hearts, two spades, and the ♦J, 

for down 4, plus 400. 

 At the other table the auc-

tion was different. Stan Christie, as North, opened 3C after 

two passes. Our teammates bid to 3N as well but received a 

club lead. Stan got in with the ♦K and found the heart switch 

to beat the contract two tricks, but the extra spade tricks we 

got on defense were worth 5 IMPs. 

 And a couple of random things: 1. The final score of the 

match was 69 to 37. The board-a-match score was 19.5 to 

8.5. We earned 7 one-IMP swings. 

 2. On one hand, the opening leader had ♦Axx and 

♣J10xxx. RHO had strongly driven to 6C after showing (what 

he hoped was) a self-sufficient club suit. The opening leader 

did not double… At the other table, RHO had driven the auc-

tion all the way to 7C. The opening leader did not double at 

this table either. (The ♦A lives, and RHO had all eight missing 

clubs, so you get two tricks there, too.) 

 

Hands from the Round Robin Finals, II 

  by Hugh Hendrickson 

 

 The bracket 2 final was held over the holidays, between 

my team and that of Ann Romeo. Board 4, both vulnerable, 

was interesting. I was East: 

 My partner Nelson Davis 

elects to pass with 11 in first seat, 

so two to me. We open a weak 

NT, so I open 1C. South overcalls 

1H, Nelson doubles to show four 

spades, and North pre-empts to 

3H, back to me. 

 Pass isn’t an option, and 3N 

is out of the question with no 

heart stopper. I don’t like rebid-

ding a 5-card suit. Sometimes you 

just have to play in a 7-card fit. I 

don’t have enough for game on 

my own, but 3S shows a good hand. Nelson cues 4H, but 4S is 

plenty for me with a minimal fit opposite a passed hand. 

(Continued on page 9) 

articles 

  (Howard) 
  ♠Kxx 
  ♥Jx 
  ♦Kx 
  ♣J109xxx 
 (Jen)   (Ray) 
 ♠AJ7xx  ♠x 

 ♥xxx   ♥Kxx 
 ♦Q8x  
 ♦A109xxx 
 ♣xx   ♣AKQ 
  (Steve)  
  ♠Q108x 
  ♥AQ109x 
  ♦Jx 

  (North) 
  ♠82 
  ♥A9652 
  ♦1098 
  ♣763 
 (West)   (East) 
 ♠KQJ10  ♠A65 

 ♥8   ♥43 
 ♦A542  ♦KQJ 
 ♣J1094  ♣AQ852 
  (South)  
  ♠9743 
  ♥KQJ107 
  ♦763 
  ♣K 
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 They lead the ♥K. At first glance, looks like just the one 

heart loser and perhaps a club. 5C would be an easier contract, 

but surely 4S will come in with an overtrick or two. After the 

♥K holds, South continues with the ♥Q. Ruff, draw trump, 

take the club finesse, and on to the next board, right? 

 Not so fast. Ruffing the second heart in the four-card 

trump hand will leave me in a 3-3 fit. A normal 4-2 trump 

break leaves them with the long spade. They get in and cash a 

bunch of hearts. Or, even if the spades break 3-3, they can 

cash a bunch of hearts if the club finesse loses. 

 If I am forced to ruff any hearts, it must be in my hand, 

with the short trump holding. What I can afford is to lose two 

hearts and a club. A common declarer countermeasure is the 

loser on loser play. But I don’t have short-suit losers. So in-

stead of ruffing I discard a diamond. A winner on a loser! 

 They switch to a trump, which I win in dummy. Losing to 

the ♣K would have to happen early, while I still have trumps 

in hand to ruff any heart return. So I lead the ♣J and let it ride. 

It loses, but as long as I don’t get stung by a club ruff by 

North, and trumps are no worse than 4-2, I don’t care. They 

return another trump and I claim. I lost two hearts and a club. 

 (If South continues hearts at trick three, declarer can ruff 

and play a low trump to dummy to take the club finesse, leav-

ing the last trump in hand to keep control of the hearts, with 

the ♦A in dummy as the entry to draw trumps.) 

 At the other table Ann opened 1D as West and Leah Sieg 

responded 2C. They got to 5C which makes easily, +600. 

(Neither declarer picked up the singleton ♣K.) For our +620 

we got an IMP. And readers get an interesting hand illustrating 

the value of the winner-on-loser play. 

 [For more information on this fun annual event, including how to 

register for the 2018 Round Robin, see p. 1!] 

(Continued from page 8) 
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 Kim Eng and Jeff Ford have been one of the most con-

sistent, and consistently successful, partnerships in the Seattle 

area in recent years. They have played exclusively together in 

local sectionals for several years (finishing tied for third, sec-

ond, and sixth in the last three Microsoft Trophy races) and 

also play together in other unit events (winning the unit game 

Trifecta in 2017 and reaching the finals of the Round Robin 

twice) as well as in regional and national events. They also play 

basketball together! 

 Both have actively supported bridge in Seattle, serving 

on the Unit Board and helping to manage/direct the Mercer-

crest club. Jeff also serves on the ACBL’s Board of Governors 

and Conventions & Competitions Committee. 

 Kim and Jeff replied to 

some questions for the SUN. 

 You have played many 

different systems in your 

partnership (weak NT, 

Polish club, strong club, 

etc.). Why have you exper-

imented with system so 

much, and what have you 

learned from doing so? 

  Kim: I think it is really fun 

to learn and study different sys-

tems. The two main reasons I 

have experimented with various systems are to see what meth-

ods I think are optimal for the best results, and to get an un-

derstanding of various systems so I am familiar with them 

when defending against them. 

  Jeff: I originally started playing a weak NT because I fig-

ured my only chance of winning things when I was a newer 

player was to play a different system than the field did. These 

days it’s for the same two reasons as Kim. We’re currently 

playing a strong club and we’ve had our best results with it, so 

I don’t think we’ll switch away any time soon. And the experi-

ence with other systems in the past definitely helps on defense. 

  Comment about your commitment to winning 

together and/or the importance of the partnership 

aspect of bridge. 

  Jeff: While a lot of bridge is standard or logical, there are 

also major parts where there are many reasonable ways to play 

and it is important to be playing the same way your partner is. 

It’s also possible to play a more sophisticated bidding system 

when you know that both of you will spend the effort required 

to learn all the nuances. Almost every session we play together 

there are one or more hands where I feel like we get a good 

result because of the work we’ve put in as a partnership 

whereas a less practiced one would be doing more guessing. 

It’s easy to stay committed to Kim in particular because she is 

a great partner. Her bidding 

judgment is excellent (check 

out Master Solvers Club results 

at Bridge World for proof of 

this), and she is always working 

to get better. She also has a 

knack for knowing just the 

right time to say something 

encouraging in the middle of an 

event. 

 Kim: It all started 

about 7 years ago when Jeff 

asked me to play the National 

Mixed Pairs with him. We de-

cided that that was the one event we would commit to playing 

with each other every year…as long as we were friends. We 

started working on our partnership, spending hours and hours 

discussing our system and creating system notes. I really enjoy 

having a serious partner who is as dedicated to learning the 

game and improving as I am, and who I have so much fun play-

ing with. In addition, I think Jeff is one of most ethical players 

in the game and he is always pleasant to our opponents, both 

of which are extremely important to me. I think the main rea-

sons our partnership is successful are because we share similar 

bridge goals, we are great friends, and we play Keller. 

interview 

[What is Keller? Look for part two of this interview in the next issue of the SUN!] 



 

2018 Schedule 

Unit Games & Sectionals  
Visit our website or our page on Facebook for event details and for more events throughout the year:  

http://bridgeinseattle.org ❖ http://facebook.com/SeattleBridge   

Sectionals – Win Silver Points, Compete in Unique Events, Enjoy Great Hospitality 

Feb 16-18 Sweetheart Sectional Bellevue, WA 
May 5-6 Spring NLM (0-500) Sectional Seattle, WA 
May 25-28 Knockout Sectional Bothell, WA 
July 14-15 Suntan Sectional Kent, WA 
September 14-16 Halloween Sectional TBA 
November 10-11 Fall NLM (0-500) Sectional Seattle, WA 

Monthly Unit Games – Club Games With More Masterpoints, Special Awards 

NEW THIS YEAR!  

Visit the many wonderful clubs in the Seattle area and 

compete for special awards across this year-long series of 

games at clubs. Awards will be given for the following 

categories: Best Performance (average of best 3) in Open 

and NLM, Best Total Performance, and a special award if 

anyone manages to attend all 12 games. 

 

Yarington Memorial Round Robin – Friendly and Casual Summer Team Games 

The Yarington Memorial Round Robin is an event for players who enjoy competitive 

bridge in a more friendly, social setting. Each team will be placed in a bracket 

(determined by number of masterpoints) and will play a handful of matches against 

other teams. Your team sets its own schedule, within the open play period. Sign up as 

a team, individually, or with a partner; we’ll form teams from entrants. New this year, we will arrange at least one reserved date to 

complete your matches at a local club, to help with match coordination/scheduling.  

Trifecta Series – Unique Event Formats, Special Awards for Series 

The Unit Trifecta series includes three unit games. You can play in any one of the 

games or in all three. The individual player with the best averaged score across all 

three events will be selected as the year's trifecta series champion. A new format for 

this year’s event is “Eight is Enough.” This single session Swiss Team game requires 

that no team may have more than 8 points, where A players are worth 3 points, B players 2 points, and C players 1 point. This 

encourages new and different teams and evens out the skill level between teams. (Stratifications to be announced on our website.)  

Captain’s Teams – Swiss Teams with Experts as Captains/Coaches 

The Captain's Game is a great event for newer bridge players as well as anyone 

wanting to improve their game. You play one round with each person on your team, 

including your team Captain who is a local expert, so you get a chance to meet new 

players in the area and play with a highly rated player. Sign up in advance to help us ensure we have enough captains. 

January 29, 7pm Mercer Island Bridge Club 

February 12, 10:30am Alki Bridge Club 

March 4, 6pm UW Bridge Club 

April 20, 10:30am Des Moines Bridge Club 

May 12, 1pm Eastside Bridge Center 

June 22, 10am Eastside Bridge Center 

July 10, 7pm Mercercrest Bridge Club 

August 16, 10:30am Seattle Bridge Center 

September 20, 7pm Seattle Bridge Center 

October 23, 10am Eastside Bridge Center 

November 17, 1pm Seattle Bridge Center 

December 19, 10:30am Alki Bridge Club 

March 31 Deadline to sign up 

April 5 Matches begin 

October 15 End of regular season 

May 20 “8 is Enough” Swiss Teams 

June 17 IMP Pairs 

October 28 Fast Pairs 

October 1 Deadline to sign up 

October 14 Captain’s Teams Game 
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Club Schedules and Locations 

All games are open unless otherwise specified. 

 
 
 
Locations: 
 
Emerald Bridge Club 
Fife Community Center, 2111 54th Ave E, Fife 
Dennie Dye, (253) 939-0733 
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club 
Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave S 
(206) 226-9732  
  
Vashon Bridge Club 
Location varies, call for details 
James Dam, (206) 567-5279/eadnjd@comcast.net   
 
MAM 
Halcyon Mobile Home Park, 12216 Ashworth Ave N, Seattle 
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484/(206) 972-1941 (cell) 
 
See “Club News” starting on p. 4 for other club information. 

Sunday  
6:00 pm UW Bridge Club    
 
Monday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Eastside Bridge Center     Open/0-200 
     Light Lunch 
7:00 pm Mercer Island Bridge Club 
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am Mercer Island Bridge Club 
7:00 pm  Mercercrest Bridge Club  
  Eastside Bridge Center 0-200 
  Seattle Bridge Center Rookie Duplicate 
 
Wednesday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
Noon   MAM   Senior 
  Eastside Bridge Center Light Lunch 
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 0-750 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
6:30 pm  LeEtta King Bridge Club  
7:00 pm Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  Open/0-200 
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm Vashon Bridge Club (except first Fridays; 

time varies, call first) 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am  Eastside Bridge Center      0-20 “Fun Bridge” 
1:00 pm  Seattle Bridge Center 
   Eastside Bridge Center 
6:30 pm Seattle Bridge Center 



 

 

Seattle Unit Newsletter 

• Published every other month, in February, 

April, June, August, October, and December. 

• Contributions from unit members are greatly 

appreciated. E-mail news, letters, anecdotes, 

or articles to seattlebridge@hotmail.com. The 

deadline for submissions is the 10th of each 

odd-numbered month. All submissions may be 

edited for length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by David Wright. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Michael Ring 
7120 48th Ave W 
Mukilteo, WA 98275 

Tournament Trail 

Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN Delivery 

The SUN is delivered to all unit members who provide an e-mail 

address or ask for it to be sent by mail. Let us know if you want to 

get a paper copy of the newsletter. 

February 9-11  Bellingham Sectional 

   Spokane Sectional 

 16-18  Bellevue Sectional [see flyer, p. 12] 

 19-25  VANCOUVER, WA REGIONAL 

 

March 7-18  PHILADELPHIA, PA NABC 

 23-25  Everett Sectional 

 24-25  D19 GNT Finals, Open/Flight B 

 27-29  Yakima Sectional 

 

April 14-15  D19 GNT Finals, Flights A/C 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com

