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New Sectional Site (July 5-7) — No   

Smoking; Carpools Recommended 
 

by JC Chupack 

 

 This year’s Suntan Sectional will be held July 5-7 at Islander 

Middle School on Mercer Island, a new tournament location. We 

want to make players aware of some unique aspects of this site.  

 First, like all area schools, there is NO SMOKING permitted 

on the campus, even in cars and parking lots. Please also make 

sure to dispose of butts properly and not litter. Our ability to use 

schools as play sites is dependent on our players’ cooperation. 

Thank you in advance for respecting our play site!  

 Second, please be aware that nearby parking is limited. To 

avoid parking challenges/delays for all players, we recommend 

carpooling. (If every partnership shares a single car, we anticipate 

there will be sufficient parking for everyone.) You can meet your 

partner and/or teammates at the Mercer Island Park & Ride just 

off I-90 to combine into a single car for travel to Islander Middle 

School. Upon arrival, if you are unable to find parking in the adja-

cent lots, street parking is available. 

 Lastly, use the directions provided on the flyer (see p. 12) to 

navigate to the larger parking lot closest to the play site. Google 

Maps and other services will direct you to the main entrance, 

which is a longer walk to the play site and has even less parking. 

 We look forward to seeing you at the tournament and appre-

ciate your attention to these details! 

 

Gold Points In Your Own Back Yard! 
 

 With the permission from District 19 and the ACBL, the unit 

is putting on a three-day Non-Life Master REGIONAL at Bothell, 

for NLM players with under 750 points, in conjunction with the  

Harvest Sectional on September 20-22. 

 Our three-day event is packed with opportunities for gold 

points! We will be having continuous pairs series (side games), 

two-session pairs, and Sunday Swiss teams. For the 0-750 Gold 

Rush Pairs and Gold Rush Swiss Teams, you can win 25% 

Gold/75% Red points for section tops and/or overall placings. In 

the 0-750 Continuous Pairs, you can win 25%G/75%R either by 

playing two or more sessions and winning Strat A in any of them, 

or by finishing in the overalls for best two-session average. 

 If you are not eligible, you can play in our Harvest Sectional  

events instead — same great location and convenient start times! 

 This event should be a blast! Contact a member of the NLM 

Committee (David Dailey, Patti McCallum, Susan Cothern, or 

Ann Romeo) with any questions — we’re here to help! 

 

NextGenBridge Shows Winning Ways 

by Anne Farmer 

   

 This has been the best year yet for Seattle NextGenBridge 

(SNGB)! We have had many activities, bridge field trips, and 

competitions, highlighting our progress and bringing new friends 

and fun opportunities for our students and their bridge-playing 

peers. We now have many chances for our young members to 

compete in intramural SNGB school tournaments as well as sec-

tionals and regionals — all great experience before this summer’s 

Youth NABC in Las Vegas. 

 After only eight weeks 

of classes, students compet-

ed in the Happy Holidays 

school tournament, hosted 

by Barbara Nist at the Mercer Island Bridge Club, where the spirit 

of the season filled us with joy. In first place were Juliana 

Shilipetar and Elliott Hammargren [see photo, above] from Denny 

(Continued on page 2) 
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MS, followed by Nicholas and Leo Wang from the Northwest 

Chinese School in second and Patrick Clark and Jack Querry 

from McClure MS in third. 

 SNGB school students returned to the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation Discovery Center to showcase bridge at the 

Teen Action Fair, this 

year with two tables, and 

the visitors came in 

droves. We met the PTSA 

President of Chinook MS 

who wants to start bridge 

there, and a lovely King 

County Library official 

offering places to play. 

What a positive response 

from the public! 

 At our spring Annual 

School Tournament on 

April 5, also at MIBC, we invited guests from Vashon Island to 

play. This time the winners were McClure MS students Nikkia 

Bosch and Piper Reynolds [see photo, below], followed by Nemo 

Li and Geoffrey Yu of 

Northwest Chinese 

School and by Juliana 

Shilipetar and Elliott 

Hammargren. The 

progression of SNGB 

s t u d e n t s  s h o w s 

they’re ready to compete in bigger events still and are prepar-

ing for more opportunities for local competition this summer! 

 All of our hard work by the students, their parents and 

schools, the SNGB Board, and our great volunteer teachers has 

really paid off with a lot of new junior members showing to 

the bridge community that they have bridge skills and are here 

to compete and be a part of our bridge family. So when you 

see the kids, get ready and please welcome them to play! They 

have prepared a lot to step into the duplicate bridge arena. The 

thrill of getting those first masterpoints encourages our stu-

dents to go for more silver, red, and gold. 

 Let’s keep it up Seattle! We all can win when we keep the 

sport of bridge alive for the next generation and thanks to you 

all, we are doing just that. We are in the process of lining up 

our schools, special events, and tournaments for the next 

school year and really need your help to teach and mentor our 

newest young players. Volunteers are the backbone who as-

sure our continued suc-

cess. We “tag team” with 

at least two people per 

school and have extra 

people to substitute. In-

vite your friends to help 

— it’s the best fun and 

rewarding too! 

 We also need 

people to do school lunch 

demonstrations or PTSA 

“meet and greets”, chap-

erone at public events, 

monitor tables at tournaments, etc. You can do as little or as 

much as you’d like, anywhere in the Seattle metro area. Give 

us your time or money — we gladly accept both. Donations 

keep us going and growing our game for the young players, 

with the greatest need being volunteer participation. To vol-

unteer for SNGB, contact Barbara Nist at (425) 351-2464 or 

bnist2@gmail.com. 

 This year at the Youth NABC a lot of young players will 

be representing Unit 446 and District 19, who have offered 

scholarships to help defray costs for the kids. We also need 

volunteers in Las Vegas, July 25-27. Please join us in support-

ing our next generation. For more information or to volunteer 

at the Youth NABC, contact Anne Farmer at (206) 441-7244 

or (206) 854-0008, or e-mail queenannebridge@gmail.com. 

 Our continued success is only possible with your generous 

support. Thanks so much for supporting the kids — they’re all 

right! 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

News 

SNGB students and volunteers at the school tournament on April 5 



 
Page 3 SEATTLE UNIT NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Unit Board News 
   

 Lane Galloway has resigned from the 

unit board, as he is moving away from the 

Seattle area. Susan Cothern was appointed 

to fill the vacancy on the board. 

 David Wright will be leaving the role 

of SUN editor later this year. The unit is 

looking for volunteers to fill this role. If 

you are, or think you might be, interested 

in working on the SUN, please e-mail 

jc.chupack@gmail.com. 

 Unit 446 relies entirely on the work 

of volunteers who want to promote bridge 

in our area! There will be an election later 

this year for four members to serve on the 

unit board beginning in 2020. If you are 

interested in volunteering for the board, 

look for more information in the next is-

sue of the SUN. 

 

NLM Sectional Results 

by David Dailey 

   

 Our Spring NLM Sectional tourna-

ment was a success, drawing 51.5 tables 

for our pairs games and 9 teams in our 

Swiss team game. Thanks to Nick Tipton for accommodating 

our needs at Seattle Bridge Center! 

 We have become aware of several errors in the scores 

posted to ACBL after the tournament. We believe that scores 

posted on the wall at the tournament were correct, but there 

was some glitch in transmitting those scores to ACBL. At this 

time, we are not certain exactly which sessions of the tourna-

ment are affected. We are working with our local tournament 

directors and staff at ACBL Headquarters to resolve this issue. 

 If you participated in the NLM 

Sectional and have an e-mail address on 

file with the ACBL, we will make every 

effort to keep you informed as we learn 

new information about your scores. We 

will provide more information — includ-

ing, we hope, correct final results — in 

the next issue of the SUN. 

 Thank you for your patience, and 

apologies to all participants for any incon-

venience. 

 

Site Selection Team    

Needs Your Help! 

by Ann Romeo 

   

 Unit 446 puts on several events 

over the year for our members. One of 

our intentions is to mix up the location of 

the sectionals — some in the north end, 

the south end, some on the east side and 

some in Seattle. This is tough. Below are 

some of the bare-bones requirements for 

our open sectionals:  

 c. 6,000 square feet, with a surface 
that can handle chairs and card tables 

 c. 150 (or more) parking spots, pref-
erably FREE 

 Available for Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, from morning to evening 

 Decent lighting  

 Handicap accessibility 

 Access to water (for coffee) 

 Rents for less than $3,200 for the whole weekend 

 Near restaurants and highways 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Kids in action at the school tournament. 
SNGB photos by Bernard Mann.  

News, cont. 
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News, cont. 

 There are other requirements, but these are the key ones.  

It is amazing how many spaces don’t meet these criteria (deal-

breakers tend to be size, cost, or lack of availability on Friday 

or Sunday). We are always looking for new sites. If you have 

ideas or sources or want to join the Site Selection Committee 

in our hunt, please let me know at annromeo@gmail.com. 

 

District 19 Multi-Level Events Update 

by Tim White, D19 NAP/GNT Coordinator 

   

 The District strives to offer players a rewarding Grand 

National Teams and North American Pairs experience while 

balancing geographic factors, managing financial realities, and 

navigating a calendar packed with 

bridge events. Our goal is to en-

hance players’ experience and grow 

participation in the District Finals 

and National Finals of these events. 

Your feedback and suggestions are 

always welcome. 

 District 19 encompasses a vast 

geographic expanse (Alaska, British 

Columbia, and Washington). We 

have explored the idea of conducting 

online GNT and NAP district finals. 

Lining up, vetting and ensuring suitable and secure locations 

and facilities for supervised online play across the district, and 

doing so in an affordable way, is difficult. Nevertheless, we are 

mindful of the potential of this approach for the future. 

 The greatest concentration of District players is along the 

Vancouver-Seattle corridor. We seek to site our District GNT 

and NAP Finals along this corridor for accessibility. We also 

make every effort to avoid holding Finals in conjunction with 

the District’s regional tournaments. However, circumstances 

can arise that prevent us from fulfilling these objectives. Much 

concern has been expressed regarding two recent Finals siting 

decisions. 

 Arrangements were in place for the 2017 NAP Finals to 

be held in Mount Vernon, WA. On short notice, this plan was 

uprooted because of late breaking plans to run a Whistler, BC 

Regional that superseded the NAPs’ dates. After considering 

other dates and site/resource constraints, it was decided that 

the best available alternative was to hold the event in conjunc-

tion with the Olympia Regional. 

 For years, the Vancouver Bridge Centre (VBC) has been a 

great home for two of the District’s four GNT Flight Finals. In 

2018, VBC was required to vacate its location for renovations. 

During the window in which the 2019 GNT Open and Flight B 

Finals (planned for Vancouver) needed to be finalized and 

sanctioned, there was substantial uncertainty as to whether, 

where, and when VBC would transition to operations at a new 

site. Vancouver Unit folks generously contributed a great deal 

of time and effort helping to seek 

alternative site/date arrangements. 

Locations in Vancouver, the North 

Shore, east end, and lower mainland 

BC areas were investigated. The lo-

cal unit was also open to scheduling 

the Finals in conjunction with one of 

its planned tournaments. In the end, 

however, scheduling and logistical 

constraints (made more challenging 

by the Canadian Bridge Federation 

running its championships in Burnaby 

in May 2019) made siting the Finals 

in mainland BC unworkable. This led to the decision to site 

the Finals in conjunction with the Victoria Regional. 

 Going forward, we have every hope there will not be a 

recurrence of extraordinary circumstances such as those that 

led to these alternative siting arrangements. We want to bal-

ance/alternate Finals events between mainland BC and the 

Puget Sound area. For the Fall 2019 NAP Finals, we will be 

trying out a new site, the East Delta Hall in Delta, BC. We 

hope the new site will help us meet our siting goals going for-

ward, and continue to explore prospective sites for Puget 

Sound area legs of the NAP Finals. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bill O’Brien and Jolanta Janowski 
are getting married! Congratulations! 
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news, cont. 

 We plan to continue to conduct adjacent flights of the 

District’s GNT and NAP Finals on separate dates (though this 

can be challenging due to the proliferation of events on the 

bridge calendar) to allow players to play their usual flight and 

to “play up.”  

 The ACBL Board of Directors approved a new policy last 

fall to encourage greater participation by Flight B and C teams 

in districts’ GNT Finals. This policy allows a district to send a 

second team to the GNT National Finals in Flight B and/or C 

if at least eight teams enter the District GNT Finals in that 

flight(s). District 19 has adopted this change as our policy and 

will award US$1,200 (or the CAD equivalent) to second-place 

Flight B and C teams representing the District at the GNT Na-

tional Finals. First-place teams in each flight will continue to 

receive US$2,000 (or CAD equivalent). 

 To encourage clubs to run more GNT qualification games, 

and more players to play in them, the District has terminated 

the US$4.00 per table surcharge on these games. (This sur-

charge funded the subsidies the District awards to teams in the 

GNT National Finals; now all subsidies will be entirely funded 

from district operating revenue.) Players who have qualified at 

a club GNT game avoid a buy-in fee at the District Finals. For 

those players who do not qualify at a club, the buy-in fee is 

imposed only once in a given GNT cycle should players play in 

two flight finals. 

 We hope all players will consider playing these Multi-

Level events — both club qualification games and the District 

Finals. We extend a special invitation to Flight C players. Re-

cently, District 19 Flight C players have had tremendous suc-

cess in the GNT and NAP National Finals. 

  

2019 District 19 GNT Finals 

  

 British Columbia dominated the district’s GNT finals this 

year, with Ken Scholes the only local player on a winning team 

(in the Open flight). However, Ann Romeo, Tim White, and 

Beau Hovda were on the second-place team in Flight B and, 

under the new policy allowing districts to send two teams in 

some flights (see above), will also represent D19 in the nation-

al finals this summer. Good luck to all of D19’s teams! 

 

Championship Flight (Open) 
Rank Names     
1 Cameron Doner, Bryan Maksymetz, Dan Jacob, Michael Roche, 
  Michael Hargreaves, Ken Scholes 
  

Flight A (0-6000) 
Rank Names     
1 Alex Hong, Sidney Yang, Lu Gan, Kai Zhou 
  

Flight B (0-2500) 
Rank Names  
1 Thomas Anderson, Ryley Breiddal, Daniel Lyder, Jordan Tessarolo 
  

Flight C (0-500/NLM) 
Rank Names  
1  Jennifer Hong, Henry Yao, Lisa Li, Flora Yan 
  

Memphis NABC Results 

  

 Congratulations to local players on their achievements at 

the Spring NABC in Memphis! Ray Miller-Greg Ho made 

day two of the Platinum Pairs (missing qualification for day 

three by two matchpoints!) and the Silodor Open Pairs. Greg 

Herman-Eric Sieg made day two of the Platinum Pairs and 

the IMP Pairs. Jeff Ford-Kim Eng led the field after day one 

of the Mixed Pairs, out of 195 tables!!! They finished 24th in 

the finals. Jenni Carmichael finished 4th in the Mixed Pairs 

— her sixth top-10 finish in this event in the last seven years 

(including a win in 2016)!!! Eric Sieg and Tim White-

Renae Gunstone-White also 

made day two of the Mixed Pairs. 

Kim Eng-Eric Sieg made the 

second day of the Fast Pairs 

(finishing 23rd) and Silodor Open 

Pairs. Chris Pesce-Rex Tu made 

day two of the North American 

Pairs, Flight B. Guilherme De 

Souza-Felipe Souza finished 13th 

in the NAP Flight C. Craig Von Land-Mark McWiggins 

finished 16th in the NAP Flight C — and both became Life 

Masters as a result! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Craig Von Land 
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Club News 

Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@gmail.com 

http://www.seattlebridgecenter.net 

 SBC is located in North Seattle, very convenient for 
everyone north of downtown or in south Snohomish 
county. Come give us a try! We have eight weekly games, 
all of which except Tuesday nights are open to all. All 
Tuesday morning and Saturday evening games are Charity 
Games (or the equivalent) at no extra cost! 
 Join us Tuesday nights for our Rookie Duplicate 
Game! We are consistently getting 8-11 tables. FREE if 
you have under 20 masterpoints! Brand new players are 
always welcome! 
 Mentor Game: On Saturday, June 29 at 6:30 pm, 
SBC will hold our first Mentor Game. This will be a 
chance for relatively newer players to play with more ex-
perienced players. If you have under 200 masterpoints, 
you can be matched up with someone with 1000+ mas-
terpoints. Feel free to find your own partner, or let us 
know by Wednesday, June 26 and we’ll get it taken care 
of. If you would like to volunteer to be a mentor, please 
let us know by that same Wednesday. Our plan is to offer 

this type of game every 5th Saturday evening — the next 
one would be August 31. 
 Other Special Games: June 10-15 is NAP Qualifer 
Week, $11 table fee. July 8-13 is Club Championship 
Week (regular price!). July 22-27 is NAP Qualifier week. 
 We are closed on the evening of July 4 — have a safe 
and happy Fourth! We are also closed on Saturday, July 6 
for the Suntan Sectional. Good luck! 
 2019 Lorraine Leach Award Leaders are: Rose Bolson 
(45.03), Jim Thompson (43.81), Corrine Joinette 
(34.54), Mary McCune (32.28), and Ray Miller (30.92). 

—Nick Tipton 

 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

West Seattle Senior Center 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

 Thank you for coming to our little corner of Seattle! 
Our games are every Monday and Wednesday at 10:30 
am, with a break from 12:00 to 12:25 for lunch. All 
games are open and the first Monday and Wednesday of 
every month is a special game! Alki features all the mod-
ern conveniences: pre-dealt hands and hand records, 
Bridgemates for immediate and accurate scoring, and a 
non-playing director to keep the game moving. We have 
an excellent facility in West Seattle for all you south-
enders and Vashonites. The room is spacious and bright 
and a full service deli provides excellent soup, salads, and 
sandwiches for lunch. Cost is $9, plus $1 for some special 
games. 
 YTD masterpoint leaders are Elaine DeShaw (29.02), 
Paul Schwaighart (27.06), Edith DeShaw (23.55), Brad 
Rind (22.17), and Wayne English (19.45). 
 June 3 and 5 are NAP Qualifier Games, $10 table fee. 
 June 19 is our 10th Anniversary Party! Alzheimer's 
Fund Game with catered lunch! 
 July 1 and 3 are NAP Qualifier Games, $10 table fee. 

 —Nick Tipton 

 
(Continued on page 7) 

Plan the Play 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You (South) declare 2S at matchpoints on the opening 

lead of a low diamond. Plan the play. 

(Continued on page 11) 

 (North) 

 ♠K652 

 ♥A942 

 ♦A2 

 ♣QJ10 
  
(South) 

♠J9843 

♥K75 

♦KJ8 

♣82 

mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
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Des Moines Bridge Club (DMBC) 

Des Moines Senior Center 

2045 S 216th St 

(206) 824-1192 

yesk@comcast.net 

 Come join our great group of friendly bridge players 
at Des Moines on Fridays. NOTE: the game now starts at 
10:00 am. We will have a STAC silver point game on 
June 7 ($9) and a Club Championship game on August 
23. Check the Club Results pages at acbl.org for game 
results, location of the game, and other extra point 
games we may have in the future. 
 My prayer is that everyone that comes to the club has 
fun and does their very best. Hope to see you. 

—Yvonne Kirkland 

 

 

Mercercrest Bridge Club (MCBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

mercerislandbridge@gmail.com 

 Have you ever found yourself craving some good 
snacks? Come join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm to 
see what delicious food Ann Romeo has prepared. While 
you’re there you can also play in a great bridge game. 
 All of our games have pre-dealt hands with hand rec-
ords, and movements where everyone plays the same 
boards. All games are stratified, so there is good compe-
tition for all levels. If you have questions about what you 
could have done differently on a hand, you will have 
some of the best players in the area to ask for advice. 
 We will have three special qualifying games for the 
North American Pairs (NAPs), on June 18, July 9, and 
July 23. If you are in need of a partner, please e-mail us 
at mercerislandbridge@gmail.com and we will find you a 
good match.   
 Congratulations to our top masterpoint winners for 
March/April — Mike Christensen (4.29), Ray Miller 
(3.87), Bryan Delfs (3.72), and Kevin Cline and David 
Hankins (3.71). 

—Shawn Abernethy 

 

Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

12310 134th Ct NE, Redmond 

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.bridgewebs.com/eastside 

 Eastside Bridge Center is getting ready for summer. 
Join us for summer bridge! We’ll start June off with a 
bang when we participate in the Worldwide Bridge Con-
test on June 8. Join us for this event, which is good fun 

(Continued on page 8) 

Club News 

Hospitality Corner 

by Ann Romeo 

  

 Thanks in advance (as I write this) to all who 
contributed to the KO Sectional — very much 
appreciated! Any and all treats are welcomed 
for the Suntan Sectional at Islander Middle 
School, July 5-7. 
 We are revising our “Cookie Brigade” e-mail 
announcement list. If you want on it, please 
shoot me an e-mail at annromeo@gmail.com. 
 Finally, in October, I will be handing off the 
Hospitality Chair role to fellow board member 
Tom Land. Tom trained me when I came onto 
the board many years ago, and it will be a 
pleasure to work under his direction! Please 
give Tom all the help you can to make our unit 
events great! 

mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
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Club News 

and gives you the chance to compete against other pairs 
from all over the world.  
 June 10 will kick off our Club Championship week 
— an opportunity to score more masterpoints at all 
games — culminating on Saturday, June 15 with the 
Terry Randles Memorial Game. 
 As many of you know, Terry, with his wife Janice, 
was the founder and 
longtime owner of 
Eastside Bridge Center. 
Always welcoming and 
encouraging, Terry 
nudged so many of us 
out into “the big room”. 
It is a privilege to re-
member and honor him 
each year. This is always 
a popular event, so 
please reserve your spot by signing up at the directors’ 
station or e-mailing us at eastsidebridge@frontier.com. 
 On Thursday, July 4, we will hold our annual BBQ. 
Normally our game is at 10:00 am, however for the 
Fourth of July we’ll be moving the game to 12:45!  
We’ll serve hot dogs, chips, watermelon, and dessert 

from 11:30 to 12:30, followed by a 12:45 game time.  
Still time to get home and off to the family evening 
event! 
 Finally, if you’re looking for thrills AND extra mas-
terpoints, we’ll be running North American Pairs games 
during the months of June and July. Playing in a NAP 
game and placing will qualify you to move on to the dis-
trict finals later this year, with the potential of attending 
the Spring 2020 NABC to play in the National Finals!  
Check our website for NAP game dates. 
 As always, thank you for your support and….see 
you at the table! 

—Paulette Hauck 

 

University of Washington Bridge Club 

Christ Episcopal Church  

1305 NE 47th St, Seattle 

annromeo@gmail.com 

 Our game is on Sundays in the U District, with su-
pervised play at 5:15, sanctioned game at 6:00, and 
we’re usually done by 9:30. The game costs $6. Stu-
dents play free! Hand records are available. We have 
been doing postmortems at the U-Village Ram with 
cheap eats and drinks Sunday evening. Let me know if 
you need a partner, and come play! 

—Ann Romeo 

 

Mercer Island Bridge Club (MIBC) 

VFW Hall (Post #5760) 

1836 72nd Ave SE, Mercer Island 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist2@gmail.com 

http://www.bridgeresults.net/calendar.cgi?club=68 

 Our games are on Mondays at 7:00 pm and Tues-
days at 11:00 am. Please check the website for our up-
coming special games. We provide a friendly environ-
ment for those just learning the game. Partners are al-
ways provided at game time. 

—Barbara Nist 

(Continued from page 7) 

Plan the Play II 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You (South) reach 6D with no opposing bidding. LHO 

leads a low club. Plan the play. 

(Solution on page 15) 

 (North) 

 ♠J103 

 ♥J105 

 ♦K10842 

 ♣AQ 
  
(South) 

♠AQ92 

♥A6 

♦AQJ6 

♣1042 

mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
mailto:mercerislandbridge@gmail.com
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Membership report 

 

 

 

 

The Seattle Bridge Unit (SBU) extends a warm welcome to all new members as 

well as members who have recently transferred into our unit! All new members will  

receive one free play at each of the local clubs. Be sure to check your e-mail! 

  
   New Members: Jennifer Alterman, Joyce Bamberger, Ann Barr, Natasha Bennett, 

 Mary Rae Bruns, Edward Bulchis, Jami Christen, Michael Christen, Sheila Dahl, Irene    

Gendron, Bonnie Goren, Sterling Hunter, Donald Kallander, Carol Knaup, Carla Lewis, Don Lewis, 

Jingqi Li, Peter Mau, David Middaugh, Kellar Owenby, Beverly Peterson, Justin Rohrer, David 

Wahl, Timothy Willison  

 

Transfers In: James Andre, Lily Andre, Larry Baum, Sigmund Boegl, Christine Chai, Cindy     

Freimuth, Michael Goldberg, Sally Harman, Diana Hunke, Dale Ranz  
 

Congratulations to the following members on their rank advancements! 

 

Junior Master (5 MPs): Garris Evans, Patrick Finney, Matthew Gaffney, Brian Klein, Victoria 

Klein, Deborah Mandel, Diane Michelii, Morris Sharp, Thomas Sparks, Mary Vernon, Bogdan Vulcan  

Club Master (20 MPs): Laura Bethel, Nancy Gerard, Dennis Kehl-Fie, Peter Lewis, Warren      

Norman, John Sweeney, Kenna Winston, Wesley Zoeller  

Regional Master (100 MPs): Larry Coats, Elliot Kavesh, Linda Kitchen, William Starkey, William 

Tenneson, Yoko Tilley  

NABC Master (200 MPs): Terry Jacobson, Edward Lechner  

Advanced NABC Master (300 MPs): Jolanta Janowski  

Life Master (300/500 MPs): Mary Greeniaus, Richard Kennedy, Mark McWiggins, Marianne 

Timmins, Craig Von Land  

Bronze Life Master (500/750 MPs): Shiv Batra, Sally Bukowski, Kenneth Etheredge, 

 Lorenzo Migliorini, Susan Servais, Ann Swanson, Marianne Timmins  

 Ruby Life Master (1500 MPs): Scott Chupack, Dave Walker  

 

Total membership 1,479 as of May 1, 2019 

 

If you’d like to get involved with helping the growth of bridge in our area, please  

 don't hesitate to contact a board member. SBU is run totally by volunteers 

        dedicated to showing greater Seattle how fun and amazing our 

    game is. We would love your help! 
—Patti McCallum 

Registration is still open for Bridge4Youth summer camps! 
 

Week 1/Beginners, July 8-12; Week 2/Advancing, July 15-19; Party for all campers, July 20. 
$125/wk, discounts available. See http://b4youth.org/ or e-mail annromeo@gmail.com 
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Blocking Is Not Just in Football 

by Hugh Hendrickson 

   

 It seems newer players are cautious about bidding to 3NT 

with enough values and no major fit, if they are uncertain all 

suits are stopped. Of course, if opponents interfere with their 

suit, common sense dictates bidding NT only with a stopper 

(or two or three!). But what about uncontested auctions? 

 Well, if you never bid NT without knowing all suits are 

stopped, it seems you’ll never bid it. In fact, describe your 

hands too well, and you just drew a road map for defenders to 

beat you. If you have the values for game, and with no major 

fit, too many things can go right for you to miss bidding 3NT. 

 Maybe your partner will show up with a stopper. (They 

must have values somewhere! Recently in the suit I was wor-

ried about, he showed up with A-K.) Or partial stoppers in 

each hand could add up to one or two real stoppers. 

 Or perhaps they don’t even lead the suit. Or they do, but 

rather than take 5-6 tricks off the top, one player mysteriously 

switches. Or their suit divides 4-4, and you take the rest. Or 

you’re down, but so is everyone else — field protection gives 

you an average. 

 One more fluke in the cards can make your 3NT anyway: 

the suit blocks — either naturally or by defensive error. This 

hand came up in a recent club game: 

 My partner opened a 

weak (12-14) no trump. 

With little optimism that 

game at the five level 

would ever happen, and 

thinking my singleton ♥Q 

might help if they led the 

suit, I jumped to 3NT. 

 West duly led a fourth-

best heart. East won the 

♥A and returned a small 

heart, but look — the suit blocks! No matter how the defend-

ers play, East goes to bed with that fifth heart. 

 Even if West strangely led the ♥K of hearts (smothering the 

♥Q) and continued with the ♥J and ♥8, South’s ♥109 is just 

good enough to force East to win the third heart (or let South’s 

♥10 win) and it’s back to the same blocking problem! West’s 

♥6 is high enough to block the suit and save South’s game. 

  

End the Speculation 

by Hugh Hendrickson 

   

 I’m sitting at the Memphis Airport, with a long wait for my 

flight back to Seattle. I can’t get out of my mind a hand from 

yesterday in bracketed teams in the NABC. The directors 

handed an opposing team a demerit of one Victory Point. I’ll 

explain why. 

 The exact hand doesn’t really matter. As dealer, my part-

ner opens 1NT, which I announce as 12-14. I have a balanced 

hand with five spades and 16 points. Game is certain, but no 

interest in slam. North bids 2NT. I glance at South and ask, 

“Minors?” He starts to hem and haw. I immediately put up my 

hand, “Never mind.” I bid 3S, which should be 100% forcing, 

and South passes. 

 My partner presses South for a better explanation. He ex-

plains that they play DONT, so North could show a hand with 

clubs and another suit by bidding 2C. He admits they had not 

discussed 2NT, but speculates North could have a big balanced 

hand. (Indeed, I am told that expert treatment of this bid over 

a weak NT does show a very strong balanced hand.) 

 My partner and North pass, and I’m stuck in 3S. I call the 

director, who takes note of South’s attempted explanations. 

He asks us to continue and call him at the end of the hand. It 

makes 11 tricks for +200. North had the minors, of course, 

and we never determined why he didn’t use DONT  — it’s 

irrelevant. 

 What does matter was South’s speculations. This seems to 

happen all the time. A partnership is new, or they simply 

aren’t sure what partner’s bid means. A simple “undicussed” or 

“I don’t know” not only suffices, but further comments are 

entirely out of order. Telling what they “think” it means could 

convey information to partner in an uncertain auction. Or, it 

could (inadvertently or otherwise) introduce subterfuge into 

(Continued on page 11) 
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the opponents’ thinking. In our auction, 2NT was a great 

monkey wrench into our bidding. But South threw in a mon-

key wrench of an entirely improper sort. 

 The director took the board away for consultation, and 

announces their findings at the end of the round: 1) the result 

at the table stands; 2) N/S’s team is assessed a 1-VP fine for 

the improper comments; 3) My partner is admonished for 

pressing for more information and guesswork. 

 Partnerships are expected to know their bidding system. 

But situations come up with unclear bids. There is no shame in 

not knowing. Ethical bridge players disclose and embrace 

transparency with their bidding agreements — but nothing 

further. Let’s end the speculation.  

 

The Care and Feeding of Entries 

by David Wright 

   

 One of the most important and delicate aspects of declarer 

play at bridge is the management of entries — transportation 

between your hand and dummy to enable you to cash all your 

winners (for example, cashing high honors in the short hand to 

avoid blocking a suit), or to be in the right hand at the right 

time without exposing yourself to too many losers or potential 

losers. Here is a hand on this theme: 

 Dummy: ♠A982 ♥K63 ♦76 ♣KJ92 

 Declarer: ♠QJ1064 ♥A72 ♦KQJ ♣104 

 You declare 4S on the lead of the ♥J. With the defense 

threatening to set up a heart trick, you must play on diamonds 

immediately to set up a heart discard from dummy before 

playing trumps (to prevent the opponents from cashing a heart 

trick if the trump finesse loses). 

 However, suppose the opponents inconveniently hold up 

the ♦A on the first round of diamonds and win the second — 

how will you get to hand to take your discard? Foreseeing this 

possibility, you win the first trick with dummy’s ♥K, saving 

your ♥A as the entry to the diamond winner. After discarding 

a heart on the last diamond, you can safely go about your busi-

ness in trumps and clubs. 

 This was the play problem from p. 6. You may recognize 

the theme from the hand above: you can 

establish a discard for your potential 

heart loser on the third round of clubs. 

With two club honors to knock out and 

only two heart stoppers, you need to 

play on clubs immediately. (You must 

assume the opponents will find the most 

damaging defense, a heart switch, if you 

play trumps first.) 

 So you run the helpful lead (giving 

you a free finesse) into your ♦KJ and 

play on clubs. After discarding a heart on 

the last club, you will be in dummy in this position: 

 Dummy: ♠K652 ♥94 ♦A ♣— 

 Declarer: ♠J9843 ♥— ♦K8 ♣— 

 (With the ♦A in dummy as an entry, what order you win 

the heart honors in is actually not essential; if necessary, you 

can just as well imagine the diagram above with the ♦A and ♦8 

removed and the lead still in dummy.) 

 You are finally ready to play trumps. You would prefer to 

do this by leading from hand towards the ♠K — but you are in 

the wrong hand. Your only way back to hand is to ruff a heart, 

which might pass off safely but might run into an overruff by 

LHO (or possibly RHO ruffing in with the ♠Q in front of 

you). Was there a way to improve on this position? 

 The trick to this hand is that you need to preserve both a 

quick entry to dummy to discard your heart loser and a quick 

entry to hand to start trumps! While the opening lead was 

friendly, the diamond trick it gave you was not in fact essen-

tial, since you had nothing useful to discard on it (a heart dis-

card from dummy does not help you) and you could ruff the 

third round of diamonds in dummy anyway. The best play is to 

win dummy’s ♦A at trick one (refusing the finesse), play a 

club, and win the heart switch with the ♥K to play a second 

club. Now you can win the next heart in dummy, take your 

heart discard on the club winner, and then cross to the ♦K to 

play a trump. Whatever happens in trumps, you should be able 

to ruff your diamond loser in dummy and take the maximum 

number of tricks. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Club Schedules and Locations 

All games are open unless otherwise specified.  
 
 
Locations: 
 
Emerald Bridge Club 
Fife Community Center, 2111 54th Ave E, Fife 
Dennie Dye, (253) 939-0733 
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club 
Central Area Senior Center, 500 30th Ave S 
(206) 226-9732  
  
Vashon Bridge Club 
Location varies, call for details 
James Dam, (206) 567-5279/eadnjd@comcast.net   
 
MAM 
Halcyon Mobile Home Park, 12216 Ashworth Ave N, Seattle 
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484/(206) 972-1941 (cell) 
 
See “Club News” starting on p. 6 for other club information. 

Sunday  
6:00 pm UW Bridge Club    
 
Monday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Eastside Bridge Center     Open/0-400 
     Light Lunch 
7:00 pm Mercer Island Bridge Club 
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am Mercer Island Bridge Club 
7:00 pm  Mercercrest Bridge Club  
  Seattle Bridge Center Rookie Duplicate 
 
Wednesday  
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
Noon   MAM   Senior 
  Eastside Bridge Center Light Lunch 
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 0-750 
 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
6:30 pm  LeEtta King Bridge Club  
7:00 pm Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Des Moines Bridge Club [new start time]
  Eastside Bridge Center  Open/0-200 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm Vashon Bridge Club (except first Fridays; 

time varies, call first) 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am  Eastside Bridge Center      0-20 “Fun Bridge” 
1:00 pm  Seattle Bridge Center 
   Eastside Bridge Center 
6:30 pm Seattle Bridge Center 

Solution to Plan the Play II 
 

 With a certain loser in hearts no matter what you do, 

you must avoid losing a black suit trick. Do you simply 

have to try both finesses and hope for the best? No! The 

club finesse is an optical illusion — even if it succeeds, you 

will still need the spade finesse. However, if the spade fi-

nesse succeeds, you can discard the ♣Q from dummy (on 

the fourth spade) and make the contract no matter who has 

the ♣K. Therefore you should go up with the ♣A, draw 

trumps, and finesse in spades. 

 If you go down two instead of down one this way (when 

LHO has both black kings), so what!  

 

[from Test Your Finessing, by Hugh Kelsey] 

(Continued from page 8) 



Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month, in February, 

April, June, August, October, and December. 

 Contributions from unit members are wel-

comed. E-mail articles, news, letters, etc. to 

seattlebridge@hotmail.com. All submissions may 

be edited for length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by David Wright. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Patti McCallum 
10616 Meridian Ave N, #300 
Seattle, WA 98133-9567 

Tournament Trail 

Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN Delivery 

The SUN is delivered to all unit members who provide an e-mail 

address or ask for it to be sent by mail. Let us know if you want to 

get a paper copy of the newsletter. 

June 7-9   Spokane Sectional 

 8-9   Portland, OR Sectional  

 10-16   PENTICTON, BC REGIONAL 

 17-23   ANCHORAGE, AK REGIONAL 

 

July 5-7   Mercer Island Sectional [see flyer, p. 12] 

 12-14   Anacortes Sectional 

 17-28   LAS VEGAS, NV NABC 

 26-28   Silverdale (Bremerton) Sectional 

 

August 19-25 LYNNWOOD (Puget Sound) REGIONAL 

Summer Nationals at Asbury Park, New Jersey, 1930s 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com

