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Harry Steiner Takes Early Microsoft Lead 
Harry Steiner won both two session events at the recent Seat-
tle Sectional, taking first in the A/X pairs with Kim Eng 
(pictured left). Kim and Harry finished strong with a 72% 
average their last six boards to hold off the charge from Cin-
dy Glad and Helen Abbott, the runners-up. The next day his 
Swiss team won every match to finish well clear of the field. 
His teammates were Ken Scholes, Bill O’Brien and Rod 
Caldwell (pictured below). Congratulations on the wins! 

The top fifteen places in the standings are listed below. The 
Microsoft Trophy race is for points won at Seattle Sectionals. 
There are three more chances this year to score points. 

 

1. Harry Steiner 34.56 6. Barbara Nist 18.56 11. Balusu Rao 14.57 

2. Ken Christiansen 29.56 7. Emery Selymes 18.45 T12. Craig Zastera 14.54 

3. Rod Caldwell 26.72 8. Stan Christie 16.27 T12. John Stafford 14.54 

4. Kim Eng 26.62 9. Yayoi French 15.72 14. Pat Dunn 14.52 

5. Ken Scholes 21.59 10. Brian Zaugg 14.70 15. Greg Ho 14.50 



 

Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com 

http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com 
 

Mark and Patti are back from a wonderful vacation in Mexico, 
we have daylight savings time, spring is here and warm weather 
is soon to come. Thank you Nick for a terrific job running the 
club while we were away. 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP games are scheduled for many 
dates in April. Please check the calendar or web site for dates 
and times. 

THE MONTHLY UNIT GAME IS AT SBC Sunday May 15 
at 6:00 pm. Reservations please. 

THE GREAT WESTERN STAC is every session May 2 
through May 8. SILVER POINTS for everyone every session. 

ACBL-WIDE INTERNATIONAL FUND game is Wednes-
day, May 11 at 10:30AM. 

SBC WILL BE CLOSED Friday, May 27 through Monday, 
May 30 for the Renton Sectional. 

BRIDGE CLASSES Nick Tipton, the director of Rainbow 

Bridge Club, is teaching introduction to bridge classes on Mon-
day evenings at 7:00 pm and intermediate classes on Saturday 
mornings. Both classes keep adding more students. Please con-
tact Nick by email at nick_tipton@yahoo.com. 

HALF PRICE GAMES ($3.50) Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 am and Sunday afternoons at 1:00 pm.  

UNLIMITED FREE PARKING with handicapped access. 

A PARTNER IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 

JANUARY TOP MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Terry Chinn, Corrinne Joinette, Rose Bolson and Suzanne Sax. 

FEBRUARY TOP MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Terry Chinn, Pete Pitell, Glen Neidhardt and Suzanne Sax 
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CLUB News 

Vashon Bridge Club (VBC) 

Location Varies 

(206)567-5279 

eadnjd@comcast.net  
VBC has an open bridge game every Friday evening. The loca-
tion varies depending upon availability of sites, so please call 
James Dam ahead of time for the location of the game. Reser-
vations are appreciated.  

NABC News—Volunteers Needed 

Mary McCune 

 

Seattle is hosting the 2011 ACBL Fall Nationals. This is a 

unique opportunity for all of us to play against the best. There 

will be bridge for everyone from novices to world champions. 

To pull this off requires help from the Seattle Unit members. 

Most of the volunteer shifts are an hour long, either before or 

after the bridge session. Assignments include these areas: 

Partnership 

Registration 

Information Desk 

Prize Desk 

Intermediate Novice Programs 

There may also be pre-tournament opportunities such as deco-

rating the playing site or preparing registration gifts. 

Besides taking home numerous masterpoints you can also take 

home a feeling of satisfaction that you were part of a successful 

Seattle Nationals.  

If you’d like to volunteer, please send me your contact infor-

mation, availability dates, and preferred tasks. 

If you have any questions, please email me at mar-

yandmarty@seattlenabc.org or call me at (206) 632-2705.  

See you at the May Sectional! 

mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com
file:///C:/mc/compose?to=nick_tipton@yahoo.com
mailto:eadnjd@comcast.net
mailto:maryandmarty@seattlenabc.org
mailto:maryandmarty@seattlenabc.org
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CLUB News 

Emerald Bridge Club (EBC) 

Belmor Country Club 

2101 S 324th St, Federal Way 

(253) 939-0733 

http://www.bridge.here.ws/ 
 

In February Belmor players competed in three tournaments. 
Our club had an overall bleak result in the Renton Sectional 
with only one pair, Chuck and Joyce King, placing. However, 
those Belmor players who attended the Vancouver Regional 
fared much better. Dennie Dye who has recently attained the 
rank of Silver Life Master earned 10.4 gold points. Other 
players who got gold were Yvonne Kirkland, Sheryl Frederic, 
Margol Tucci, Marj Blunt, Janice Nelsen, Gary Wilson, Barba-
ra Kolppa, Jerry Thorpe and Bernice Clark. Congratulations 
all! 

We had a Junior Fund Game in February to raise money that 
funds bridge for young people. The top overall winning pair 
was Ken De Roche and Georgine Fagerlund. Tied for second 

were Sally Shdo and Carmen Flak and Miriam Goldberg and 
Darrel Davis. Other high scores were Ira Quint and Al Stipe, 
Shirley Kuhlman and Bud Schafer, and Marvin and Shauneen 

Wilson. 

Shirley Kuhlman has attained the rank of Gold Life Mas-
ter having earned 2500 masterpoints. Congratulations, 
Shirley!  

Top Five Players in January: Bud Schafer, Yvonne Kirk-
land, Joseph Collier, Ralph Eley, Carmen Flak  

Top Five Players in February: Bud Schafer, Ralph Eley, 
Janice Nelsen, Gary Wilson, Lester Robbins      

Wes Kuhlman, the author of ―Bridge Maxims for Serious 
Bridge Players,‖ offers the following important reminder: On 
average, two hands per session will require an imaginative bid 
that partner will hopefully interpret correctly. 

Come and join us at the Emerald Bridge Club – it’s a gem of a 
game. 

Pacific Bridge Center (PBC) 

Upstairs at Pacific Galleries 

241 S Lander, Seattle 

http://www.pacificbridgecenter.com 
 

Pacific Bridge Center is finally settling into a routine and, 
after shuffling our schedule just a bit, we are enjoying the 
players who come each week. We are developing our 
own list of ―regulars‖ and add to the list weekly. We 
greatly appreciate the continued support and encourage-
ment offered by those players who have come to enjoy 
Pacific Bridge Center. Please see the calendar or check 
our website for our current game schedule. 

Did you know that Pacific Bridge Center is more than 
just a place to play bridge? PBC has recently opened a 
community center down the hall from the Bridge Center. 
We hope the community center will provide a place for 
players and students to meet for a game or to study or 
learn, or just get together for a cup of coffee and some 

conversation. The center has comfortable furniture, two 
computer stations, and a lending/exchange library. The 
community center will be open seven days a week from 
10 am to 6 pm. We hope you will consider volunteering 
some of your time at the center so that it will become an 
inviting place for all to enjoy. For more information 
about volunteer opportunities, please contact Larry or 
Rebecca at pbc@pacgal.com. 

The mission of Pacific Bridge Center is to reach out to 
area youth ages 10 to 26. The immediate focus is the 
hosting of a summer bridge camp here at Pacific Bridge 
Center. The dates have been set and we are excited about 
working with all of our volunteers to make this camp a 
worthwhile endeavor for both the staff and the campers. 
Camp will be held at Pacific Bridge Center July 19 – 23 
and will run from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm each day. Camp 
attendance is being offered at no cost to the participants. 
If you are interested in volunteering for the camp, please 
contact Rebecca at (206)962-1501 or via email at rebec-
ca@pacgal.com. Check our website for updates. 

http://www.bridge.here.ws/
http://www.pacificbridgecenter.com
mailto:pbc@pacgal.com
mailto:rebecca@pacgal.com
mailto:rebecca@pacgal.com
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Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

8151 164th Ave. NE, Redmond  

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com 
 
In February we held a 19 table ACBL International Fund 
Game. First overall with 67% was Ray Miller and Kim Eng. 
Just behind with 65% was Yayoi French and Andy Sherrill. 
After that came Yoko Barnett and Mike Bovarnick, Paul 
Schwaighart and Kevin Bolan, and tied for fifth, Susan Johnson 
and Paulette Hauck and Tom Stever and Ken Etheredge. Con-
gratulations!  

Club champions for February are Kim Eng and Jess Sellers and 
our club leaders for 2011-to-date are Jess Sellers and Greg Ho. 

Eastside’s Third Anniversary game was held on Saturday, 
March 5 with Jeff Ford directing 22 tables. Congratulations to 
the winners: Ken Christiansen and Ray Loftis in A (with a 66% 
game!), Marilyn Lowe and Rutcher Sedell in B, and Roger 
Grimes and Ivor Philips in C. 

Schedule change: Please note that instead of a limited game, 
Monday night is now an open pairs game. We still have two 
limited games: Tuesday night is 0-99 and Wednesday night is 0
-Non-Life-Master.  

Last year our mentor games were extremely popular and many 
experienced players helped out with their time and advice. We 
are trying a different time frame this year—once a month on 
the last Wednesday of the month (7:00 pm). Therefore, the 

first mentor game is April 27. Other mentor games are May 
25, June 29 and July 27. Players may invite an experienced 
player to be their mentor but they should let Dianne know the 
pairing. Also we are considering a Friday night 0-300 game. 
Please let Dianne know if you're interested. 

Like team games? Don’t forget to check the website for more 
Swiss teams games. April 10 and May 22 are the next ones 
scheduled at 1:00 pm (with a delicious potluck at 12:30pm). 
Call in with your team names. April is Charity Game Month. 
We will have at least 11 games with these extra points. The 
first week of May we are holding 11 STAC games. If you need 
silver points, don’t miss these fun games. You get to compete 
with all the club players across several states. Another special 
game is the Inter-Club championship on Thursday morning 
May 12. Other clubs across the nation will be participating.  

Classes went great this winter. Elaine Vona had 25 new players 
for the Clubs beginning bridge class. We hope to see many of 
them in Fun Bridge on Saturday mornings at 9:30 am. Mary 
Miller taught Play of the Hand to about a dozen happy players. 
Matt Koltnow’s Defense class also had 25 members who en-
joyed his wit and expertise. Another beginner class will begin 
April 19, meeting Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. Beginning Monday, 
April 25 we will offer the Diamonds Play of the Hand class. 
Tell your friends! 

Eastside is a friendly, clean, and modern club. We welcome all 

level of players and also player suggestions. Hope to see you at 

the bridge table. 

Dianne Cox, Club Manager 

CLUB News 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/westseattle/ 
 
Alki Bridge Club now runs 13-15 table games every Mon-
day! We also now have a non-playing director. We are 
located in West Seattle for all you south-enders and 
Vashonites.  

We have an excellent facility at the West Seattle Senior 
Center. The room is spacious and bright. A full service 

deli provides excellent soup and sandwiches for 
lunch. We play every Monday at 10:30 am. Every game is 
open and the first Monday of every month is a special 
game! Get there early to ensure seating! We look forward 
to seeing all of you! 
 
April 4th is a Club Championship Game for the same 
$6.00! May 2nd is a Western Conference ST@C Game! 
 
For information or partnerships, email Nick at 
nick_tipton@yahoo.com. 

mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/westseattle/index.htm
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
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Rainbow Bridge Club (RBC) 

115 Fir Street, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303  

rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com 

http://rainbowbridgeclub.org 
 

We are right in the middle of Seattle, close to every-
thing! We host three games per week, on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays. Rainbow Bridge Club wel-
comes players of all levels and we make fun a priority. 
New to duplicate bridge? We're the club for you! Week-
day games are at 7:00 pm; Saturday games are at 6:00 
pm. The second and fourth Saturdays are limited games, 
0-299—ideal for newer players! All other games are 
open to all levels. There is no game on the second Tues-
day of the month due to a scheduling conflict with our 
host facility.  

The cost to play is $5.00 even for most special games
(except STAC, GNT and NOP). Rainbow Bridge Club is 
a GLBT based group, but all friendly people are wel-
come! Visit our website for directions, announcements, 
scheduled games, and posted scores! Questions? Email us 
at rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com. We are always look-
ing for friendly new faces to come and join us and we aim 
to keep Rainbow as "the friendliest game in town!" 

Running late? Call Nick to reserve your spot in the game 
at (206) 484-3303. 

Upcoming events: 

Every Saturday is a Special Game for the same $5.00! 
April 5: Club Championship Game. 
May 3, 5, and 7: Western Conference STAC  
April 16, May 21: Open Charity Swiss 
 

Closures: 2nd Tuesday of each month and May 28 

CLUB News 

Newcastle Bridge Club (NBC) 

Regency Newcastle 

7454 Newcastle Golf Club Rd 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist@clear.net 

http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/ 
 

Several of our students took the opportunity to play in Van-

couver at the regional, some winning their first gold points. 

Congratulations on their success! 

        Red  Gold 

1. Raynor Christianson  10.13 
2. Meg Okada      5.80 
3. Renae Gunstone-White  4.26  1.45 
4. Tim White       4.26  1.45 
5. Barney Bear     1.99  2.79 
6. Jerry Kilner     1.99  2.79 
7. Melinda Westgate    4.35 
8. Don Brown      3.68 
9. Lynn Shapley     0.38  2.79 
10. Sholeh Winters    0.38  2.79 
 

Beginning April 6 there will be two lesson options: 

Wednesdays at 11:00 am. Supervised play with discussion for 
the Advancing Players Group. Special attention will be devot-
ed to play of the hand. There will be 24 duplicated hands each 
week complete with hand records. 8 sessions for $120.  

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Two over One—the basics of this 
bidding system as well as most connected conventions. Classes 
are 60 to 90 minutes of lecture followed by 2 hours of super-
vised play of the hand and discussion. 8 lessons for $200. Pre-
vious student refresher, half price. 

Both classes feature homemade cookies and beverages. Call or 
email for reservations. 

NBC offers two games each week: Tuesday at 11:00 am in-
cluding hot lunch and Thursday at 7:00 pm including hot din-
ner. $10 with meal and $7 without. Benefit games are held the 
first week of each month, and club championships are held the 
fourth week. No additional fee for these games. 

The last Thursday of the month is pizza night. All the home-

made pizza you can eat. Reservations appreciated, but not 

required. Singles always welcome and accommodated. 

Hope to see you soon. 

 

mailto:rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com
http://rainbowbridgeclub.org
mailto:rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com
mailto:bnist@clear.net
http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/
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Mercercrest Bridge Club (MBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

 
As I type this, it is raining, blowing, hailing, and I’m glad I can 
play bridge and forget the misery outside. I’d like to wish you 
all a ―Happy Spring‖ but feel that might be a little premature 
considering our current weather.  

It’s been ―business as usual‖ at the Mercercrest Bridge Club 
since the last SUN. We continue to have great games and lots 
of tables to boost the masterpoint awards for those who place. 
We even had 10 tables the last snow night! Not much will 
keep our loyal regulars away. 

The top masterpoint award winners for January were Jim Ait-
ken (2.93), Marion Nelson (2.76), Kim Eng (2.76), Ray Mil-
ler (2.40), Chris Pesce (2.40) and Barrie Wall (2.40). 

Our leaders for February were Jingsong Liu (3.62), Jim Aitken 
(3.60), Cristal Nell (3.45), David Taylor (3.16), Dennis Hel-
ler (2.97), and Jeff Ford (2.33). 

We were proud to perpetuate the wonderful game of bridge 
by holding a Junior Fund game on February 15. Balusu Rao 
and Greg Ho took first overall. Marion Nelson and Jim Aitken 
braved the snow to win our first quarter Club Championship 
game. 

For players with 0-300 masterpoints: Many of our regu-
lar players are well known in the area for their expertise and 

are very helpful to players still developing their skills. Howev-
er, we wanted to offer the local players with fewer than 300 
masterpoints an opportunity to play at our club and enjoy the 
merriment and camaraderie without feeling any pressure. We 
are offering a 0-300 separate event on the first Tuesday of each 
month. The same boards are played as in the Open Pairs sec-
tion but the results are not compared. We’re getting new 
players but not the attendance we had hoped for. We’re hop-
ing that more qualifying players will support this event. The 
special section will be offered April 5, and May 3. After that, 
we may change to the second Tuesday of the month. Watch 
the SUN for announcements.  

Here is advance notice that we will be having our annual 
―Celebrate our Independence‖ party on June 28. Players tradi-
tionally bring a typical American food (but we eat everything), 
and we eat and play all evening. Some of us try to wear patri-
otic colors but that is a ―hit and miss‖. Line up your partner for 
this fun evening. 

The Mercercrest Bridge Club meets just once a week on Tues-
day nights at the Mercer Island Congregational. Director is 
Marsha Rayton with Brian Zaugg co-directing and Ruth Bunin 
assisting. We play in the lower level of the church and there is 
parking just outside the door. Game time is 7:00 pm and the 
entry fee for regular games is $6, still a bargain for the fellow-
ship and great bridge. We offer premade boards and hand rec-
ords. Results are posted at www.bridgeinseattle.org. Players 
of all levels are welcome to our stratified games. For more 
information, please contact Marsha Rayton at mray-
ton@live.com or (206) 601-5211.  

We look forward to seeing you! 

CLUB News 

Unit Competitions 

The next MUG games is April 3 at ESBC with a special 
section for non-life-masters. Although previously an-
nounced as a team game, because of the overlap with the 
district GNT event, it will be a pair game. The May 
MUG at SBC has moved to May 15. 

Congratulations to recent MUG winners Bob Moore and 
Balusu Rao (February) and John Maki and Bill O’Brien 
(March). 

The open round robin has nine teams, and the schedule 

will be released soon to the team captains. Good luck to 
all teams. 

We are still recruiting teams for an intermediate / novice 
round robin. Please contact Steve Kasner at kasnerbrusk-
land@comcast.net if you’re interested. 

We’re also always happy to have volunteers to help with 
hospitality at our sectional tournaments, including the 
upcoming one in May. Feel free to just bring a treat to 
share, or contact Ann Romeo at annromeo@gmail.com or 

(425)641-5988 for ideas. 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
mailto:mrayton@live.com
mailto:mrayton@live.com
mailto:kasnerbruskland@comcast.net
mailto:kasnerbruskland@comcast.net
mailto:annromeo@gmail.com
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Membership News 

January / February 2011 

Julie Godefroy 

Our new members receive one free play at each club. 
If you’re enjoying your bridge experience, please 
invite your friends.  

Welcome to our newest members and transfers in: 

New: Brigid Bowman, Sylvia Callies, Rebecca Hilchie, Gail 
Hixon, Charles Hoff, Frank Houmiel, Karen Hudesman, An-
drea Johnston, Timothy Leybold, Kirsten Lilleness, Linda Li-
pe, Ralph Lipe, Nancy Price, Donald Stark, Lynn Thomson, 
Elizabeth White 

Transfers: Canute Barnes, G R Dilg, Sharon Dilion, Diane 
Felure, Elizabeth Fujii, Sharon Over, Jeff Seehorn, James 
Spurlin  

Congratulations to these members for advancing in rank. New 
club masters get four free plays at our sectionals. Because of 
changes to the life master rules, the number of points required 
to achieve the rank is different for members who joined after 
1/1/2010.  

Junior Masters (5 MPs): Larry Baum, Dave Drischell, 

Lynn Knight, John Krah, Leslie Mackoff, Beverly Perry, Sandy 
Thor  

Club Masters (20 MPs): Bobbie Edelstein, Susan Hill, 
Travis Keeler, Robert McRae, Lorenzo Migliorini, Otto Spo-
erl  

Sectional Masters (50 MPs): Jim Burbidge, Julie Cox, Pam 
Gibson, Ruth Ingham, Peiyush Jain, Altha Kelley, Penny Lepp, 
Ray Lepp, Dt. Levy, Moises Saul, Matt Schafer, John Tracey  

Regional Masters (100 MPs): Donna Gering, Jerome Kil-

ner, Marilyn Phillips, Roberta Reaber, Edna Watters  

NABC Masters (200 MPs): Sharon Peters, Vicki Rauscher, 

Marv Wolfgang  

Life Masters (300/500 MPs): Mike Marcelais. John Swan-

son  

Silver Life Masters (1000 MPs): Dianne Cox, Kim Eng, 

Tami Gilman, Maureen Schroeder  

Gold Life Masters (2500 MPs): Brad Sands, Suzanne Sax  

Total Members: 1337 as of 1/1/2011.  

SBU 446 is run 100% by volunteers. We invite all our mem-
bers to volunteer and participate in the growth of bridge in 
our area. Thank you in advance.  

At the recent sectional we presented Mini-McKenney and Ace of Clubs awards to unit members in each masterpoint category. 
We also presented the Microsoft Trophy to Ken Scholes and the Jabon Trophy to Gary Gelow. Congratulations to all the win-
ners! Full results are available online at http://web2.acbl.org/As400/mpraces/unit/2010/mm446.htm and http://
web2.acbl.org/As400/mpraces/unit/2010/ac446.htm. 

http://web2.acbl.org/As400/mpraces/unit/2010/mm446.htm
http://web2.acbl.org/As400/mpraces/unit/2010/ac446.htm
http://web2.acbl.org/As400/mpraces/unit/2010/ac446.htm
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Newcomers’ corner  

Jabon Trophy 

Apologies to Matt Schafer 
who was left off the stand-
ings for 2010. He finished 
with 9.01 masterpoints, 
placing him fifth. 

The 2011 standings will be 
published next issue and 
will include results from 
the Winter Sectional and 
the April I/N Sectional. 

What Do I Do When Someone Takes A Long Time To Bid? 

Bridge players should try to make calls in tempo, and avoid any reactions to partners’ bids and explanations.  
But no one can manage this all the time, so here’s what to do when someone takes longer than normal: 

PARTNER: You know how long it normally takes your partner to bid. If they are substantially slower than that, 
then you have the information that their hand isn’t perfect for the call they eventually choose. Your responsibil-
ity is to avoid any call that takes advantage of this.  For example, if partner takes a long time, and then doubles 
for penalty, you know that partner isn’t really sure, so if you aren’t sure either, you must pass, not pull the dou-
ble. Or if partner takes a long time, and then passes, then you usually have to pass too.  The only exception to 
this is that if almost everyone would take a particular action with your hand then you can too.    

If the director is called after your balk or your partner’s balk, do not be offended; it maintains the level of fair-
ness for the whole field of players.   

OPPONENT: If you are the next to bid and your right hand opponent takes a long time to bid, you can protect 
yourself by calling the director to explain what happened. The director will monitor the auction and the out-
come and evaluate whether a balk has had an undue influence on the final result.  A good director will also ex-
plain the obligations to the partner of the slow bidder, making it more likely they will do the right thing. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 199ER PAIRS  

16.5 Tables 

 

      D  E  F 

2.57  1  1  1 Jeanne Johnson - Phyllis Houlson       172.00 

1.93  2  2  2 Dorothy Leischner - Dale Leischner  166.00 

 

FRIDAY EVENING 199ER PAIRS 

7.5 Tables 

      D  E  F 

1.71  1  1  1 Elizabeth Saul - Moises Saul     91.00  

1.28  2  2  2 Craig Von Land - Craig Ruden     84.00 

 

FRIDAY EVENING 0-750 PAIRS 

16.0 Tables 

      D  E  F 

7.30  1       Joanne Stone - Joan Bickel     197.50 

5.48  2  1  1 John Ellis - Lynne Phillips     191.00 

4.11     2  2 Larry Holdren - Myrtis Holdren    190.50 

 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 199ER PAIRS 

18.0 Tables 

      D  E  F 

2.76  1  1    John Ellis - Jan Ellis      110.50 

2.07  2  2  1 Phylis Houlson - Jeanne Johnson    97.50 

1.55        2 Sally Neu - Mary Abbott       96.00 

 

SATURDAY EVENING 199ER PAIRS 

10.5 Tables 

      D  E  F 

2.00  1       Gary Gelow - Leeanne Creech     115.43 

1.50  2  1    Dt Levy - William Etnyre      97.50 

1.13     2  1 Lue Derry - Patricia Dennis      96.50  

0.79        2 Michele Herman - Gregory Herman    88.57 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 199ER SWISS 

9.0 Tables 

      E  F  G 

1.81  1  1  1 Craig Von Land - Craig Ruden 

     Andrew Gove - Amy Csink      73.00  

1.36  2  2    Gary Gelow - Richard Odell 

      Leeanne Creech - Larry Jackson    52.00 

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 199ER SWISS 

6.0 Tables 

      E  F  G 

1.52  1  1    Jerome Kilner - Mark McWiggins 

      Lynn Shapley - Roger Lowe     66.00 

1.14  2  2    Gary Gelow - Richard Odell 

      Leeanne Creech - Larry Jackson    62.00 

Winter Sectional Results 

Friday Evening 0-750 

Joanne Stone 
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Winter Sectional Results 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON OPEN PAIRS  

42.0 Tables / Based on 59 Tables 

 

      A  B  C 

11.50 1  1    Thomas Stever - Frank Alexandro   681.25 

 8.23 2       Ruth Nakano - Dick Yarington     658.00 

 4.43    2    Chris Moore - Cristal Nell     617.00 

 3.03       1 Ruth Robbins - Frances Still    571.00 

 2.27       2 Gary Gelow - Sharon Peters     565.50 

 

FRIDAY EVENING BAM TEAMS 

28.0 Tables / Based on 52 Tables 

      A  B  C 

11.37 1       Barbara Nist - Balusu Rao -  

      Greg Ho - Ken Christiansen     21.00 

 8.53 2       Dave Grubbs - Paul Schwaighart - 

      Kevin Bolan - Yayoi French     16.50 

 3.56    1    Jeff Ford -  Cristal Nell - 

      Kim Eng - Jennifer Chalfan     15.00 

 2.67    2    Min Zheng - Fan Zhang -  

      Dell Berg - David Binney      14.50 

 2.46       1 Bill Gronau - Yat Sing Ma - 

      Victor Bremson - Joseph Ulrich    14.00 

 1.85       2 Margaret Moen - Mary Jo Boarman - 

      Jo Ann King - Vivian Camandona    12.50 

 

SATURDAY B/C/D PAIRS 

23.0 Tables 

      B  C  D 

 7.38 1  1    David Robert - James Counsell    572.00 

 5.54 2  2  1 Beth Aronoff - Zena Seldon     523.50 

 4.15       2 Eileen Duffy - Roberta Reaber    516.50 

 

SATURDAY A/X PAIRS 

20.0 Tables / Based on 65 Tables 

      A  X 

18.16 1       Harry Steiner - Kim Eng      558.53 

13.62 2       Cynthia Glad - Helen Abbott       543.00 

 7.75    1    Elaine DeShaw - Amy DeShaw     528.65 

 6.05    2    John Stafford - Craig Zastera    514.88 

 

SUNDAY FLIGHT C SWISS 

10 Tables 

      C  D 

 3.25 1       Curt Peterson - Robert Kirk -  

      Sue Chen - Sharon Peters       82.00 

 2.44 2  Tim White - Renae Gunstone-White -  

      Jane Green - Melinda Westgate     81.00 

 2.00    1    Preston Baker - James Vandergriff - 

      Gerald Schneider - Paul Taylor     56.00 

 

SUNDAY FLIGHT B SWISS 

26.0 Tables 

      B   

 6.96 1       Lindsey Smith - Dianne Cox -  

      Dennis Duryea - Rutcher Sedell   110.00 

 5.22 2       Nancy Bass - Marci Knipschield - 

      Asbjorn Dalan - Michael Perrault     83.00 

 

SUNDAY FLIGHT A SWISS 

22.0 Tables / Based on 54 Tables 

      A  X 

16.00 1       Harry Steiner - Rod Caldwell - 

                William O'Brien - Ken Scholes   114.00 

12.00 2       Jim Aitken - Patrick Dunn - 

      Ken Christiansen - Emery Selymes     96.00 

 9.00    1    Patrick White - Joel Castoriano - 

      Brian Zaugg - Robert Richardson     86.00 

 5.55    2    Andrew Sherrill - Yayoi French - 

      Fan Zhang - Min Zheng         83.00 

 

 

 

Jen Chalfan, Cristal Nell, Jeff Ford, Kim Eng 
Friday Evening BAM Flight B 

Amy DeShaw 
Saturday Pairs Flight X 

Making the Wright Play 

David Wright 

Here’s a recent hand from the Bellingham Sectional: 

Q83   A762 
1094   5 
987542  AKQJ10 
J    A107 

I declared 5D after opening 1D in first seat and hearing a 3H 
preempt on my left, raised to 4H on my right. LHO started by 
cashing the top two hearts, RHO following small. The con-
tract obviously depends on not losing two tricks in spades. 
Unfortunately, RHO is likely to have the king on the auction 
and play so far. Are there any layouts in the spade suit where 
you can legitimately avoid losing two tricks, assuming the king 
is behind the queen? 

Yes – quite a few in fact! Start by drawing trumps and elimi-
nating the side suits. Then, if RHO has KJ10 or KJ109, or 

(Continued on page 11) 
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At The Table: Questions / Explanations 

Brian Zaugg 

In most games you can have secret plans, and guard them dili-
gently. In bridge, however, the opposite is true. Your oppo-
nents are entitled to your complete and full agreements with 
your partner, without reservation and without resistance.  

This explanation should never be the name of the convention 
you play or the name of your agreement, but should be an 
explanation of that convention or agreement that would make 
sense to someone who’s never heard of it before. In other 
words, you would never say ―Drury‖, but rather you would 
explain how you play that call; perhaps for you it is ―artificial, 
showing 3 or more spades and limit raise values‖. If asked 
about your discarding, you should not say ―odd/even‖, but 
instead ―for our first discard, an odd spot card encourages that 
suit, while an even spot card discourages that suit and is suit 
preference for the suit we’d prefer.‖ If they ask a follow-up 

question, answer it cheerfully. Your opponents are not enti-
tled to see your hand, but they are unequivocally entitled to 
―see‖ your agreements. Everyone is entitled to this explanation 
during the auction, at the end of the auction, and even during 
the play (all only at your turn).  

Typically, if you don’t intend to enter the auction or take a call 

based on the answer to your question, you should reserve your 

questions for the end of the auction. This is important for a 

few serious reasons. First, asking each turn really slows down 

the game. Second, asking about a call with no bridge reason to 

ask at that time gives your partner unauthorized information 

that can put them in an untenable position—maybe they were 

about to make the killing lead, but now they ethically cannot 

because your question drew attention to a specific suit. Third, 

your idle questions can create extraneous information for both 

pairs; the more this can be avoided, the better.  

(Continued on page 14) 

against any 5-1 or 6-0 split either way, you duck a round of 
spades in both hands, forcing whichever opponent wins the 
trick to lead another round from the king or concede a ruff-
and-sluff. (You might improve your chances by leading low 
towards dummy’s Q8x, hoping LHO fails to play high from a 
holding such as Jx or 9x to prevent you from ducking the trick 
to RHO.)  

If LHO has the doubleton J10, J9, or 109, you can succeed by 
leading the queen from dummy, covered by the king and ace; 
then a low spade from hand leaves LHO endplayed. RHO 
cannot afford to overtake the 10 or 9 on the second round as it 
would set up dummy’s 8. (This play also succeeds if LHO has 
Jx and neglects to unblock the jack under the ace. In fact, at 
matchpoints, should he unblock from Jx? What if declarer held 
A109x?) Or RHO’s king might be singleton or doubleton. 
Which of these various layouts is the most likely, given the 
auction and defense?  

I opted for the second line described, playing for one of the 
helpful doubletons on my left, but LHO turned up with 109x 
and RHO with KJx. So does this mean I could never make the 
hand? 

Not at all! I had completely overlooked a risk-free extra 
chance play. The final step of the elimination (after drawing 

trumps, cashing the club ace and ruffing the small club, and 
ruffing dummy’s last heart) should be to lead the ten of clubs 
from hand. If LHO covers, ruff and play the spades as planned; 
however, if LHO follows low or shows out, throw a spade 
from dummy instead of ruffing, leaving RHO endplayed upon 
winning the trick. 

While the potentially helpful layouts of the spade suit and the 
loser-on-loser play in clubs are instructive points in them-
selves, I feel the true lesson of the hand is not to become so 
focused on one suit or one line of play that you are blinded to 
what is going on in the hand as a whole. Many mistakes at 
bridge are made because of a sort of tunnel vision. During the 
hand, I was so focused on the play in spades that I did not no-
tice or remember what card LHO played as I ruffed my last 
club, but inspection of the hand record later revealed that 
RHO had both honors so I could and should have succeeded in 
my contract via the endplay in clubs. 

Does anything else strike you about this hand? Of course, 
LHO could have killed the endplay by switching to a spade at 
trick two. But, in fact, a club or trump switch would work 
equally well – with the scarcity of entries to dummy, it would 
then be impossible to eliminate dummy’s hearts except by 
ruffing the precious ten of clubs (and you would be forced to 
start spades from your own hand). It seems natural to start the 
defense with two top hearts from AKQxxx – yet, curiously, 
this was the only play to give declarer a chance! 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Club schedules and locations 

Sunday  
1:00 pm   Seattle Bridge Center    
    Pacific Bridge Center    0-300 
 
Monday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center     
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
    Seattle Bridge Center    
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center   0-1000 
    Seattle Bridge Center    Lessons + Play  
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
    Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am  Newcastle Bridge Club  
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center    0-100  
    Mercercrest Bridge Club   
    Rainbow Bridge Club (no game 2nd Tuesday) 
 
Wednesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Ronald Methodist Church  Senior, 0-2000  
1:00 pm  Pacific Bridge Center    0-300 
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center    0-5, 0-500  
    Pacific Bridge Center 
 
 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
    Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center   Free Lunch  
7:00 pm   LeEtta King Bridge Club  
    Rainbow Bridge Club 
    Newcastle Bridge Club 
    Eastside Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  
    Pacific Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
    Seattle Bridge Center  
4:00 pm  Pacific Bridge Center 
6:30 pm  Vashon Bridge Club (time varies, call first) 
7:30 pm   Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am   Eastside Bridge Center  ―Fun Bridge‖  
Noon   Seattle Bridge Center 
1:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center 
6:00 pm   Bridge Buddies at Eastside Bridge Center 
    Rainbow Bridge Club   0-300 1st/3rd 
            Open others 
7:00 pm  Pacific Bridge Center 
 
All games are open unless otherwise specified. 

Locations: 
 
Ronald Methodist Church  
17839 Aurora Ave N  
(entrance on Linden, not Aurora)  
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484  
Cell: (206) 972-1941  
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club  
500 30th Ave South  
Seattle, WA 98144  
(206) 226-9732  
 
Des Moines Bridge Club 
2045 S 216th, Des Moines 
 
See ―Club News‖ for other contact information. 

The best habit is to ask for a full explanation of the auction at 

the end of the auction period if you have no intention of act-

ing before then. As always, good habits are our best friends, 

and they only become habits through practice. You are still 

entitled to a full and complete explanation of the auction at 

the end of the auction, I promise. Wherever possible, try to 

avoid asking questions about one specific call unless your 

plan to act is based on the answer to that call.  

If you have a question about the rules or an idea for a future 

column, please contact me at brian@belltown-inn.com. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month in February, 
April, June, August, October, and December  

 We love to get contributions from unit mem-
bers. Please email any recent bridge accom-
plishments, milestones, rants, raves, or correc-
tions to seattlebridge@hotmail.com. The dead-
line for articles is the 10th of each odd num-
bered month. All submissions may be edited for 
length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by Jeff Ford. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership: Julie Godefroy 
1210 101st Pl NE 
Bellevue, WA 98004-3534 

 

April   2-3   District GNT Finals (Vancouver BC) 

     4-10  Victoria Regional 

    15-17  Fircrest Sectional 

     30-5/1 Bellevue NLM Sectional 

 

May   2-8   Great Western STAC (at clubs) 

    27-30  Seattle Sectional 

 

June   13-19  Penticton Regional 

 

November 2011   Seattle NABC  

TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
Check out www.acbl.org for most current information  

SUN by Email 

Tired of getting this in the regular postal mail instead of by 
email? If you wish to get the SUN electronically, please email 
seattlebridge@hotmail.com and receive an email with a link 
when it is posted. Save a tree and lower your unit’s costs! 
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