
1. Leanne Creech 18.42 6. Jerome Kilner 10.97 

2. Richard Wasser 16.55 7. Myrtis Holdren 9.56 

3. Raynor Christianson 15.42 8. Susan Cothern 7.14 

4. Susanna Hunter 15.27 9. Roberta Reabor 7.08 

5. Melinda Westgate 10.99 10. Shawna Cheney 6.18 
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Leanne Creech Prevails in 2009 Jabon Trophy Race 
Pat Dunn 

The final event in 2009’s Jabon trophy race competition was the Inter-
mediate and Novice Multi-Site Sectional held at several clubs during 
the week of November 11-17. The Jabon trophy is for the most points 
won in sectionally rated unit events among unit members who began 
the year with fewer than twenty masterpoints. Most of the leading con-
tenders participated in the Sectional, but when the smoke cleared, the 
early, late, and final leader was Leeanne Creech.  She added nearly 
five points to her cumulative total, and finished with 18.42 points won 
during the year, to prevail over Richard Wasser by just under two 
points.  Congratulations on the victory to Leanne and to the others for 
the spirited competition. The top 10 for the year are as follows:   

Microsoft Trophy  
Presentation 

 

As reported in the last issue, Ken Christian-
sen ran away with the 2009 Microsoft Tro-
phy Race.  Unit President Bill Sayer present-
ed him with the award at the recent Winter 
Sectional. 



 

Seattle Bridge Center 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com 

http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com 

Happy New Year everyone. 2009 is gone and 2010 is off 
to a running start and promises to be a good year. We 
issued almost 3000 masterpoints in 2009. Rose Bolson 
was the big winner with 102.72; Lorraine Leach was se-
cond with 87.31; Suzanne Sax was third with 81.02; and 
Ken Fox was fourth with 79.56.  

INTERNATIONAL FUND GAME is on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6 at noon. 

ACBL-WIDE SENIOR GAME is on Monday, February 
22 at 10:30 am. 

THE MONTHLY UNIT GAME IS AT SBC on Sunday, 
March 7  at 6:00 pm. Reservations please. 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES are held in March.  
Check the calendar or web site for dates and times.   

BRIDGE CLASSES Nick Tipton, the director of Rain-
bow Bridge club, is teaching beginning bridge classes on 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and intermediate classes on 
Saturday mornings.  Both classes keep adding more stu-

dents.  Please contact Nick by email at 
nick_tipton@yahoo.com.  Marilyn Shelton teaches inter-
mediate to advancing players on Wednesday evenings.  
Contact Marilyn at marilyn@seanet.com if you would 
like to join her sessions. You may also call or email the 
club. 

HALF PRICE GAMES ($3.50) Tuesday and Friday 
mornings at 10:30 am. 

UNLIMITED FREE PARKING with handicap access. 

A PARTNER IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 

NOVEMBER TOP MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

 Bob Kirk 

 Lorraine Leach 

 Rose Bolson 

 Don Christensen 

DECEMBER TOP MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

 Don Christensen 

 Corrine Joinette 

 Suzanne Sax 

 Lorraine Leach 
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CLUB News 

North Seattle Bridge Center 

2212 NE 125th St., Seattle 

 
The North Seattle Bridge Center is OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK, 
Monday-Friday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Games start at 10:30 
with free parking, coffee and snacks, $7.00 entry fee. 

Wednesdays are $6.00 and a good place for beginners 
to learn more about the game in a non-competitive atmos-
phere. More experienced players are always welcome. 

We work very hard to provide a pleasant place to play where 
everyone can enjoy a relaxing game, renew old friendships and 
meet new people. 

TOP MASTERPOINT WINNERS FOR DECEMBER 

1. Peter Pitell 

2. Marilyn Shelton 

3. Joe Ulrich 

4. Kay Adams / John Impert 

Corey Peterson 

Club Manager 

(206) 915-3427 

Vicky Peterson 

Director, Partnerships 

(425) 328-9774 

mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
mailto:marilyn@seanet.com


Newcastle Bridge Club 

Regency Newcastle 

7454 Newcastle Golf Club Rd 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist2@comcast.net 

http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/ 

The club will be closed for the Reno NABC on March 16 and 
March 18.  

Tuesday Game: 
Beginning on March 2nd the Tuesday game will start at 
11:00 am. This will allow one hour following the game for a 
problem solving session using the hand records from the game. 
This discussion group is geared to players wanting to advance 
their playing skills. A full lunch will be served, duplicated 
hands, and triple masterpoints awarded.  Plan to 
join us. 

Thursday Game: 
The Thursday evening game is continuing to grow. In 2009 we 
had more than 192 different players winning master-
points. With only two games a week available, Richard Morey 
won the Ace of Clubs award for Newcastle Bridge Club 
with  81.43 MPs. Join us for a fully stratified game with triple 
masterpoints, duplicated hands, indoor lighted 
parking and a full dinner. 

Singles are always welcome.  Reservations are not required, 
but appreciated to assure there will be enough food for all. 
   
2/1 Class: 
The 2/1 Bridge Class with Barbara Nist as instructor will run 
on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm from February 17 to April 14. 
There is no class on March 17. Text for the class will be Dee 
Berry’s 2/1 in a Nutshell.  The class will be 8 sessions, 2½ 
hours weekly, including play time and hand records, at Regen-
cy Newcastle Retirement Home.  Fee including text  is $200 
and without text is $190. 
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CLUB News 

Bridge Buddies 

Eastside Bridge Center 

8151 164th Ave. NE, Redmond 

Bridge Buddies continued its first and third Saturday evening 
games on Saturday, January 16.  We occasionally have a mas-
terpoints game and did on the 16th.  Seven tables, playing 24 
hands each made it a busy night. Joan Greening was our direc-
tor, assisted by Jeremy Gully, who kindly showed us how to 
use the new "Bridge Mate" electronic scoring system. Before 
the game, Joan gave a short seminar including scoring and 
strategy for pair and Swiss Team play at tournaments, and 
coached us on a few bridge topics. Lots of Bridge Buddies 
planned to play at the recent tournament in Renton. We will 
have more masterpoint games, probably a week or two before 
sectional tournaments. Future masterpoint games will be 
$6.00, and our regular games will be just $4.00. 

Our potluck was a nice combination of entrees, side dishes and 
a lovely birthday cake.  We celebrated two birthdays, Shawna 
Cheney and Dee Patrick who were given a tuneful happy birth-
day song. 

Bridge Buddies is composed mostly of beginners who have 
completed a basic bridge class, and want to improve and have 
fun. We often have, and really welcome, more experienced 
players who are willing to share their knowledge. We play 

tournament style duplicate bridge, using bidding boxes and 
boards so that players become familiar with and encouraged to 
play in tournaments. We keep score, and publish the rankings 
of the top players. To help keep the play more friendly, at most 
games no master points are awarded. We are adding a sanc-
tioned game with a director and masterpoint awards to our 
schedule. The sanctioned games will be scheduled about 4 
times a year. Quite a few of our group, 40 or more, play in 
sectional tournaments. 

Our usual schedule is Potluck at 6:00, a short seminar on a 
bridge topic at 6:30, and play at 7:00. The potluck always has a 
variety of very tasty items. We use machine prepared hands, 
and provide hand records at the end of play. We regularly have 
7 or 8 tables, and play 18 to 20 hands. The play is usually fin-
ished before 10:30. We provide coffee and tea, or you can 
bring your own non-alcoholic beverage.  

We encourage you to come with a partner. If you would like 
help finding a partner you can contact Susan Cothern at susan-
cothern@verizon.net If there isn't enough time for email ex-
changes, her home phone is (425) 486-3038. 

We regularly send out announcements of our games, and 
sometime will include bridge tips. You can enroll at http://
www.icanfixyouremail.com/mailman/listinfo/bb.  

For more information or directions to the game, contact Roger 
at rlowepe@main.net or (425) 820-7454. 

mailto:bnist2@comcast.net
http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/
http://www.icanfixyouremail.com/mailman/listinfo/bb
http://www.icanfixyouremail.com/mailman/listinfo/bb
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Eastside Bridge Center 

8151 164th Ave. NE, Redmond  

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@verizon.net 

http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com 

 

Our big news this month is that we have 
entered the 21st century and now have 
BRIDGEMATE II AUTOMATIC SCOR-
ERS.. Just like in a tournament, we can 
publish the leaders of a game with one 

round to go. People are happy to use the scorers and get instant 
results at the end of the game. Many thanks to Jeremy Gulley, 
Matt Koltnow, and Jeff Ford—directors who made the transi-
tion go smoothly. 

More changes!  Every morning is now an OPEN and stratified 
game. We average 12 tables on Tuesday and Thursday at 10:00 
am, so come join the fun. Our Thursday game at 7:00 pm is 
also OPEN and stratified with many charity games (bonus 
points) scheduled. All our games have duplicated boards and 
hand records. 

Be sure to check our website for all the special 
games. In FEBRUARY plan to come to Saturday’s 
1:00 pm February 6 ACBL International Fund Game. Twenty 
tables are expected. The Monthly Unit Game is at 7:00 pm on 

Sunday, February 7. Bring your favorite partner to the Valen-
tine’s Swiss GNT game at 1:00 pm on February 14. 

Newcomers are enjoying the two games on Wednesday eve-
nings. Brand new players with 5 or less points are playing in 
one room and other non-life-masters are playing in the main 
room. This will go on through most of March. Then on March 
31 we will reinstate the very popular MENTOR games for four 
Wednesdays in a row. Sign up with Dianne Cox now if you 
would like to be a Mentor or a protégé. 

MARCH’s big event is our third anniversary UP-
GRADED CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP on Saturday, 
March 6 at 1:00 pm. Reservations are required. 
(We only have 25 automatic scorers.) On Sunday, 

March 14 we will host another GNT Swiss game at 1:00 pm. 

Congratulations to the top two men and women club champi-
ons for 2009:  Dave Hildebrand, Yoko Barnett, Jim Scavone, 
and Shirley Hayes!   The January Swiss team event was tied 
between the team of Paul Schwaighart, John Aslin, Liliana Di-
aconescu and Brian Zaugg and the team of Jeff Ford, Cristal 
Nell, Chris Moore and Jennifer Chalfan. It was a close match 
with 13 teams playing — many thanks to Duane Herzig for 
directing. Also, congratulations to Henry Hu and Hongqi Tian 
who had a 75% game Monday evening in a ten table 0-1000 
limited game. Other big winners were Ann Lutz and Elsie 
Nogle with a 70% score in an eleven table OPEN Thursday 
morning game. Hope to see you at Eastside soon!   

Dianne Cox, Club Manager 

CLUB News 

Vashon Bridge Club 

Location Varies 

(206) 463-2754  

chris@chrispurpus.com 

Did you know Vashon Island has a bridge club?  The location 
varies by week, so contact Chris, preferably by email, for 
more information. 

Alki Bridge Club 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

West Seattle's only bridge club is located just 5 minutes off the 
West Seattle Bridge — easy access for all you south-enders 
and Vashonites.  We have an excellent facility at the West Se-
attle Senior Center.  The room is spacious and bright.  A full 
service deli provides excellent soup and sandwiches for 
lunch.  The new Alki Bridge Club is already a success, averag-
ing over ten tables per game!  We play every Monday at 10:30 
am. Every game is Open and the first Monday of every month 
is a Charity Game!  We look forward to seeing all of you try us 
out!  

mailto:eastsidebridge@verizon.net
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
mailto:chris@chrispurpus.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
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Rainbow Bridge Club 

115 Fir Street, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303  

rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com 

http://rainbowbridgeclub.org 

 
We are right in the middle of Seattle, close to everything!  We 
host three games per week, on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sat-
urdays. Rainbow Bridge Club welcomes players of all levels 
and we make fun a priority.  

New to duplicate bridge? We're the club for you! The week-
day games are always 7:00 pm, Saturday games are at 6:00 
pm.  The first and third Saturdays are limited games, 0-299 — 
ideal for the newer players! All other games are open to all 
levels. There is no game on the second Tuesday of the month 
due to scheduling conflicts with our host facility. The cost to 

play is $5.00 for all games.  

Rainbow Bridge Club is a GLBT based group, but all friendly 
people are welcome! Visit our website at RainbowBridge-
Club.org for directions, announcements, scheduled games, 
and posted scores! Questions? Email us at RainbowBridge-
Club@gmail.com. We are always looking for friendly new 
faces to come and join us and we aim to keep Rainbow as ―the 
friendliest game in town!‖ 
 
Running late? Call Nick to reserve your spot in the game at 
(206) 484-3303.  Note the new cell number. 
 
Upcoming events: 
Every Saturday Pairs game is a Charity Game and the first 
Tuesday of the month is a Club Championship, all for the same 
$5. 
GNT Qualifier Swiss Teams on Saturday, February 27 and 
Saturday, March  27 at 6:00 pm!  Call or email me if you need 
help setting up a team!  

CLUB News 

Des Moines Bridge Club 

2045 S 216th, Des Moines 

Des Moines Bridge Club is one of the friendliest clubs in the 
area. We love competition but we stress courtesy and toler-
ance at all times. We have players at all levels of play. There’s 
plenty of competition for ―A‖ players and a comfortable atmos-
phere for novices. Our facility is terrific. Please arrive by 
10:15. Since the game runs through the lunch hour, we have 
developed a potluck lunch (players nibble throughout the 
game). 

Bringing treats is not mandatory but if you enjoy and partake, 
contributing occasionally is thoughtful. You may bring your 

lunch if you prefer. 

We now have state of the art scoring terminals. Scores are 
available at the end of play. I’m sure our players will be de-
lighted! 

Cost to play is $5.00. Since we have 15 scoring terminals (15 
tables) reservations are encouraged. Please arrange your own 
partnership. If you need a partner we will try to accommodate 
you but availability of partners is limited. Please Call Pat 
Weller at 206-878-4447 or 206-478-0044. 

Jan Sluga, Manager 

Carmen Flak, Jan Sluga, Wes Kuhlman, Directors 

Emerald Bridge Club 

2101 S 324th St, Federal Way 

(253) 939-0733 

http://www.bridge.here.ws/ 

 

Need a partner?  Call Dennie Dye 253.939.0733 

 

 Emerald Bridge Club is a friendly place to play!  Y’all come! 
It’s a Gem of a Club!  

mailto:rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com
http://rainbowbridgeclub.org
http://rainbowbridgeclub.org
http://rainbowbridgeclub.org
http://www.bridge.here.ws/
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Mercercrest Bridge Club 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

New Year’s greetings from the Mercercrest Bridge Club! We 
hope you all put ―play more bridge‖ on you list of resolutions 
for the year 2010. 

November marked a milestone for our club. On November 
17, we participated in the Unit’s special 299’er event. We had 
12 pairs in our open section and 13 pairs in the 0-299’er sec-
tion. That was a record 25 tables at our club. It was a bit crazy 
but a great accomplishment. We learned a lot and will make 
this an even better event next year. 

Our top winners for the month of November were Cornel 
Galer (3.90), Rose Bolson (3.66), Cristal Nell  (3.52),   Helen 
Abbott (2.86), Dan Romm (2.86) and Dennis Heller (2.74). 

December was a very busy month! Our third quarter Club 
Championship game was held on December 8, and Joel Casto-
riano and Eric Bue took first overall. On December 15, we 
had our holiday party filled with merriment and good treats, 
and Ken Christiansen and David Wright took top honors. 

The top winners for the month of December were Paul 
Schwaighart (3.94), David Wright (3.63), Joel Castoriano 
(3.50), Eric Bue (3.15), Adam Ruprecht (3.00), Helen Abbott 
(2.87) and Dan Romm (2.87). 

We took on a special project in December. We collected new 
toys for the children of Wellspring, a daycare and preschool 

for homeless children and for those in subsidized housing. We 
delivered enough toys so that each child could not only receive 
a holiday gift but also will receive a birthday present during the 
year. Our players took great pride in embracing the spirit of 
the holiday. 

Special congratulations to Cristal and Garett Nell on the birth 
of their daughter, Scarlett. We were all very relieved when 
that little one entered this world. 

Some changes for 2010. The cost to play at our club will go up 
to $6 beginning February 1. However, we are now going to 
have premade boards with hand records each week. 

Brian Zaugg will be directing at our club the last two weeks in 
February. We will schedule our first quarter club champion-
ship game in March. Please check www.bridgeinseattle.org to 
read our weekly news. The March date will be posted there as 
soon as it is set. 

Please note that the February Unit game will be held on Feb. 7 
at Eastside Bridge Center.   Due to the Super Bowl, start time 
will be at 7pm that evening.    Unit games are always a delight 
with good competition and good food. 

The Mercercrest Bridge Club meets just once a week on Tues-
day nights at the Mercer Island Congregational Church at 4545 
Island Crest Way. We play in the lower level of the church 
and there is parking just outside the door. Game time is 7:00 
pm and the cost is $6, still a bargain for all the fellowship and 
great bridge. We welcome players of all levels and our games 
are stratified. For more information, please contact Marsha 
Rayton at mrayton@live.com or (206)601-5211. See you at 
the bridge table! 

CLUB News 

MUG Games  

Please join us at the monthly unit game.  All games are pair 
games on Sunday at 6:00 pm unless otherwise specified below. 
Snacks are provided. Games are at Eastside Bridge Center 
(ESBC) and Seattle Bridge Center (SBC). 

February 7 (ESBC) — 7:00 pm start, March 7 (SBC), April 11 
(ESBC), May 2 (SBC), June 6 (ESBC), July 11 (SBC), August 
1 (ESBC) — Swiss teams, September 12 (SBC), October 3 
(ESBC) — 0-5MP party at 5:00 pm, November 7 (SBC) — 
Charity game, December 5 (ESBC) — Pregame potluck at 
5:00 pm 

The April, July, and October games will have separate sections 
for players under 200 masterpoints. We’d love to see more 
new players in all the games. They are always stratified, but no 
overall awards were available in Flight C in December or Janu-
ary because there weren’t enough entries.   

The December game was won by Marty and Mary McCune 
with a big 68.06% score.  Alan Hendrickson and Kent Harold 
took second overall as well as first in Flight B with a 64.58%. 

The January game was won by Cindy and Don Glad with a 
60.58% score.  Jeff Ford and Ray Miller were second with 
60.10%.  Tied for first in Flight B were Dennis Duryea and 
Dianne Cox and Shawn Abernethy and David Wright.   

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/
mailto:mrayton@live.com
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Membership News 

November / December 2009 

Julie Godefroy 

 

It has been my pleasure to work with the SBU.  Please say hel-
lo to your NEW Membership Chairperson:  Nancy Strom. 

Our new members receive one free play at each club.  
If you’re enjoying your bridge experience, invite 
your friends!  

Alert your friends:  New Life Master Requirements will apply 
to anyone who lets their membership lapse! The new require-
ments of 500 masterpoints will apply to anyone who joins af-
ter December 31, 2009.  

NEW MEMBERS(42):  J Delvin Armstrong, Alexandra 
Brookshire, Bill and Dottie Bush, Wm. Campbell, Patricia 
Cantu, Nancy Carr, Susan Eastman, Terry Gaddis, Ruth 
Halsell, Michele Herman, William Herman, Jeanne Johnson, 
Alexander Kamola, Karen King, Sandy Kline, Curt Leo, Lisa 
Leo, Carlyn Gaven, Linda Longmire, Marcia McDonough, 
Robin Meiners, Luane Morse, Steve Nakano, Robert Newton, 
Kenneth O’Bara, Victoria Oaks, Donald Osborne, Ellyn Os-
trow, Michele Powell, Matt Schafer, Kathleen Schwartz, Mar-
ni Seneker, Susanne Sherburne, Susan Stillman, Alan Sussman, 
Suzy Titcomb, Jeff Wedgwood, Sandra White, Linda Wilson, 
Janice Winemiller, Melame Wroe 

NEW TRANSFERS IN (5):  Dr. Moses Ma, Marjorie 
Adelman, Mrs. Dt. Levy, Rovert Rundell, Symone Scales 

RANK ADVANCEMENT 

Junior Masters (5 MPs):  Frank Armstron III, Nancy Byers, 

William Cox, Gary Gelow, Alexander Kamola, Kathy 
Lichtenberg, Roger Morse, Monika Senf, Lynn Tierney, Rose-
may Vazeux 

Club Masters (20 MPs):  (Receive 4 free plays at any Seattle 
Sectional.  Congratulations!)  Dr. Jim Burbidge,  Susan Cothern, 
Beth De Groen, James deMaine, Patricia Dennis, Jan Ellis, 
Donna Gering,  Dr. Meridith Gilbert, Kurt Lichtenberg, Eliz-
abeth Yuodelis  

Sectional Masters (50 MPs):  Raynor Christianson, Beverly 
Collins, Myrtis Holdren, Dorothy Leischner, Annette Peder-
sen, Agnes Stipp, Richard Wasser, Melinda Westgate  

Regional Masters (100 MPs):  Lowell R. Bassett, Blythe 
Bartlett, Donald Brown, William Bryce, Dr. Joan Cremin, 
James Dam, Renae Gunstone-White, George Marx, Roberta 
McLean, Alan Mendel, Mirjana Reams,  Tim White, Marilyn 
Widlan  

NABC Masters (200 MPs):   Richard Farrar, Eric Neilson, 
Dennis Patrick, Lindsay Smith, Karen Wong    

Life Masters (300/500 MPs):  Asbjorn Dalan, Richard 
Decker, Kai Eng, Joyce Williamson   

Bronze Life Masters (500 MPs):  Vito Perillo, Ursel Wood  

Silver Life Masters (1000 MPs):  Rita Ellen- Lehr, M. J. 
Mardesich  

Congratulations on your achievements!     

Total Members:  1303 as of January 1, 2009 and 1348 as of 
January 1, 2010 for a net gain in 2009 of 45 members.  Thank 
you to SBU, club owners and those who put in unbelievable 
efforts to make our membership grow. Experienced players 
please remember to make our new members feel at home 
when you are out playing. This will help us continue to grow. 

Hospitality 

Ann Romeo 

Hi everyone, I’m back and need your help.  First, I want to 
thank EVERYONE who brought treats to the sectionals or 
helped set up or maintain the Hospitality table over the course 
of the year.  Every little bit helps, from store-bought cookies 
to slicing bagels for the pre-Swiss breakfast.  In October it was 
especially great to come back to the Hospitality table after a 
hard round of bridge to find even more cookies donated by 
you.  Thank you all! I also want to welcome and thank Chris 

Moore, who is working with me on Hospitality.  We'll make a 
great team, and provide even better service than in the past. 
  
We have two big events coming up, a novice/intermediate 
event in April and our big Memorial Day KO Sectional  in 
May.  Any treats you might want to bring for these events are 
more than welcome!  I have a big chest freezer—you can al-
ways let me know you have something, and I can store it for an 
upcoming event. If you aren’t a baker, or don’t have time to 
pick something up at the store, why not give an hour of your 
time and help us in the kitchen, especially Friday and Sunday 

(continued p. 11) 
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Newcomers’ corner  

Seattle Bridge Unit Board Welcomes You   

The Seattle Unit #446 is delighted to welcome you to the exciting and fun world of bridge in King County. We are an 
elected board of twelve volunteers who organize four sectional bridge tournaments, twelve monthly unit games at clubs, 
and two Intermediate/Novice sectionals every year. 

We are in District 19, which includes Alaska, British Columbia and Washington State, and our unit is connected directly 
to the American Contract Bridge League. District 19 organizes regional bridge tournaments. The ACBL in tandem with 
District and Unit assistance organizes three National Bridge Championships per year, and one of them is coming to Seattle 
in November 2011!  We are always looking for volunteers and new ideas.  If you have problems or questions or just need 
help putting in an address change, please contact the Membership Chairperson, Nancy Strom at vnstrom@aol.com. 

Test Your Play 

Dick Yarington 

 NORTH 

 Q982 

 J2 

 54 

 J10874 
 

 SOUTH 

 AK73 

 53 

 AK632 

 A5 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

3 Pass Pass Double 

Pass 3 Pass 4 

Pass Pass Pass  

This is a hand from a recent tournament.  It’s a little tricky, so you might want to play it out with a deck of cards.  

After somewhat aggressive bidding you arrive in 4 spades. West cashes the ace and king of hearts, then switches to the club 7 
which you win with your ace. How do you continue? (Try to think for a few minutes about each question before reading on.) 

You have a club loser, so you must avoid losing a diamond. Play three rounds of diamonds, ruffing the third round.  Luckily 
both opponents follow, but this is a little scary because ten of west’s cards are accounted for (seven hearts from the bidding and 
three diamonds from the play) and probably trump don't split. Since east is the one who will have the extra length if they don’t 
split, play the ace of spades and queen of spades. West follows with the 10 and then pitches a heart. Do you see the problem? 

Now you are stuck since when you play your last spade from north, the 8 or 9, east will play low.  If you play low from south, 
then you can’t get back to your hand to draw the last trump.  If you overtake then east’s jack of spades is now good.  Could you 
have done something different? 

The solution is to have the foresight to ruff your diamond with the 8 and then unblock the 9 when you lead a spade to the ace. 
Now you can lead the 2 of spades to take a finesse of the jack, winning the 7 when east plays low. 



Seattle Bridge Unit 446 

Non-Life Master (0-500)  

Silver Point Sectional 
April 10-11, 2010 

Jewish Day School (JDS) 

15749 Northeast 4th Street,  

Bellevue, WA 98008 

Saturday, April 10 

10:30 AM 

0-99 Future Stars Pairs (Single Session) 

0-500 NLM Pairs  (First Session of Two, 

 Single session entry OK) 

3:15 PM  

Speaker - Deciding what to lead 

4:00 PM 

0-99 Future Stars Pairs (Single Session) 

0-500 NLM Pairs (Second Session,  

 Single session entry OK) 

 

Sunday, April 11 

10:30 AM 

0-199 Pairs (Single Session) 

0-500 NLM Swiss (First Session of  

 Two, Single session entry OK) 

3:15 PM  

Speaker – Finding the right partner 
and teammates 

4:00 PM 

0-199 Pairs (Single Session) 

0-500 NLM Swiss (Second Session,  

 Single Session entry OK) 

Stratification breaks of 0-20/50/100/200/NLM based on attendance.  

Event Coordinator: Steve Kasner  

Phone: (425) 246-3248 

Email: kasnerbruskland@yahoo.com 

 

Come out and play! 

mailto:kasnerbruskland@yahoo.com
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Competitions 

Winter Sectional Friday Winners 

Full results were too late for the printing deadline.  Look for them in the next issue of the SUN. 

Clockwise from top left: 

Evening Open Pairs—Harry Steiner and Kim 
Eng 

Afternoon Open Pairs—Elaine DeShaw and 
Amy DeShaw 

Evening BAM Flight B—Art Silvas, Larry 
Braun, Lee Silvas, June Bruno 

Evening 199er Pairs Flight F—Marlene Smeed 
(with Patricia Dennis, not pictured) 

Evening 199er Pairs—Tim White and Renae 
Gunstone-White 

Evening Open Pairs Flight B—Carol Schroeder 
and Vito Perillo 
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Competitions 

2009 Round Robin 

Balusu Rao 

Congratulations, all of the 2009 Round Robin is completed.  
Thanks for all the Captains and the players for making it anoth-
er successful and fun event.   We had ten teams participating 
in the event and every team played five 28-board matches 
against other teams. The leading four teams participated in the 

final playoffs.  

The winners were Dick Yarington, Ken Scholes, John 
Schermer, William O'Brien, Kevin Bolan and Leo Svarcs.  
This is their fourth straight year winning the event! 

Runners-up were Dave Grubbs, Barbara Nist, Steven Hand-
ley,  Howard Epley and Jude Ballard.  The final match had few 
imps changing hands with a final margin of  50-39. 

2010 Round Robin 

Balusu Rao 

Yes, we’ve just wrapped up the 2009 Round Robin competi-
tion and here we are, quivering with anticipation to start the 
2010 season! 

For those of you who have never played in this event, the 
Round Robin is a way to meet players in a more social setting.  
The team matches are arranged between captains and are usu-
ally hosted by one of the team’s players in their home.  The 
play is competitive but the setting is more relaxed.  You have 
about 6 months to play 5-6 matches; the top 4 teams advance 
to compete for the title. 

Players of all abilities are welcome.  In a change from last year, 
for those teams that are interested, we will be bracketing by 
masterpoints so that you will play teams of similar ability.  

We’d love to get a bracket full of our novice and intermediate 
players in the event.  If you prefer a challenge you can enter 
the open bracket no matter how experienced your team is. 

Teams are allowed to have 4 to 6 players; the entry fee is $60 
per team. Contact Curt Peterson via email at candapeter-
son@comcast.net to sign up; entry will be closed on March 
15. When you sign up, please provide the name of your cap-
tain and team members, your captain’s email, your captain’s 
phone number and the team’s number of masterpoints. 

The exact competition format and conditions of contest will 
depend on the teams entered, and will be emailed to each 
team captain by March 30.  Checks, payable to Seattle Unit 
446, should be mailed by March 30 to the following address: 

Balusu Rao 
13832 NE 66th St, #605 
Redmond, WA  98052-9565 

Stratification Changes 

We’ll be trying something new at the upcoming May KO 
Sectional.  All of the pair games will be stratified by the 
average of the players masterpoints instead of being deter-
mined by the higher holding.  So if you want to be eligible 
for a lower flight than usual, find a newer player and offer 
them a game!   

In addition we’re raising the limit for Flight B from 1500 
to 2000.  At the last tournament over 60% of the field in 
the pairs game was in flight A.  We’re hoping these chang-
es will bring more balance to the flighting as well as en-
couraging people to play with less experienced partners. 

(Hospitality continued from p. 7) 

before play begins?  We can use the help doing everything 
from making coffee to tying waste bags to the bridge ta-
bles.  Believe it or not, volunteering is fun and a great way to 
give back something to this wonderful game we play. 
  
Finally, if you have any recommendations, suggestions, or 
constructive criticisms, I’d love to hear from you.  I can be 
reached at annromeo@gmail.com, or at (425)641-5988, or 
you can catch me at the bridge tables in the various clubs 
around town. 
  
Thanks again, and have a great winter! 

See you at the bridge table. 

mailto:candapeterson@comcast.net
mailto:candapeterson@comcast.net
mailto:annromeo@gmail.com
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Competitions and exhibitions 

Grand National Teams 

Tom Hansen 

This is a team event which starts with club qualifying and ends 
at the summer national tournament in New Orleans in July 
2010. Club level qualifiers will be held until March 31 which 
qualify individual players to play at the District Final on a team 
of their choosing. There are four levels of competition:  Flight 
C (Non-Life Master under 500 masterpoints), Flight B (under 
2000 MP), Flight A (under 5000 MP) and Championship 
Flight (unlimited). The District Final will be held at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2913 West Marine View Dr, Ever-
ett, WA, on May 15 and 16. Start time is 1:00 pm on Saturday 
with registration closing at 12:30 pm.  You can also preregis-
ter by sending email to Tom Hansen at 
thansen2@mindspring.com. 
  

If you fail to qualify at a club game you may buy in at the Dis-
trict Final in Everett.  The buy-in fee is $25 for each unquali-
fied player to a maximum of $100 per team in addition to the 
regular entry fees. Teams can be comprised of 4-6 play-
ers. The winning team in each flight will receive a subsidy of 
$1400 from the District to assist in its transportation and ac-
commodation costs, provided the team participates in the 
GNT National Final. The expectation is that the winners will 
represent the district at the national tournament, and captains 
should verify that all team members plan to do so. 
 
 Please support this local event by joining in the fun and see if 
you can win the chance to represent the District in 
2010.  Complete Condition of Contests can be found on the 
District 19 website,  http://www.d19.org/competitions/
GNT.  Look for qualifying events in the SUN calendar and 
check your clubs to see when they are holding a qualifier. 

Seattle’s Only Bridge Burlesque 

Carole Yager and Marsha Rayton 

The Board of Directors of Seattle’s Only Bridge Burlesque (SOBB) is in the 
planning stages of mounting another of our fabulous musical shows.  For 
those who have not seen them, our productions feature first and foremost, 
the wonderful game of bridge and the many fun(?) trials and tribulations we 
all experience.  Then of course, our very own talented bridge players are 
showcased in their specific talents. Our shows in 2002 and 2005 were, with-
out question, the social events of the year for the bridge community. 
 
 As we vamp up for this next production, we are asking for your help. We 
are in the process of locating and interviewing those with theatrical direc-
torial experience. We need singers, dancers, comedians, seamstresses, back-
stage help, and a host of other volunteers. If you even THINK you may have 
a particular skill or talent, we want and need you! We have commitments 
already from Andy Kopser as Music Director, Marsha Rayton as Choreogra-
pher, Elaine Vona as Costume Designer, and Ruthie Bunin as Producer. 
 
A gentle reminder… the Nationals are here in 2011. Just imagine strutting 
your stuff in our ―really big show‖ as Seattle hosts this great event! So, don’t 
be shy! Email your interest to the SOBB President, Carole Yager, at 
cay424@comcast.net. 

http://www.d19.org/competitions/GNT
http://www.d19.org/competitions/GNT
mailto:cay424@comcast.net
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Columns 

Fixing Lebensohl After a Weak Two 

Dan Romm 

After a double of a weak two-bid and a pass by responder, in 
Lebensohl if advancer has a weak hand he bids 2NT as a relay 
to clubs and then bids his suit or passes with clubs. This has a 
big disadvantage in that doubler doesn’t know advancer’s 
real suit. So doubler is stuck if he has a hand too big to play 
3C or if after he bids 3C the two-bidder’s partner now rais-
es. He won’t know whether to pass, double, or bid a suit at 
his next turn. These problems are easily solved with the 
following modification which my partners have dubbed 
Rommensohl.  (―Modified Lebensohl‖ already exists as a 
different convention.)  
 
It is assumed that doubler has at least three-card support for 
any unbid major. Here are the responses to the double:  

 

1. 2NT guarantees clubs. 

2. 4H or 4S is natural with a five-card or longer suit and a 

holding in opener’s suit that calls for responder to play the 
hand (see note below). 

3. With a weak hand bid your suit (if not clubs) at the cheap-

est level (with one exception, see example below). 

4. With an invitational or better hand bid the suit below 

your real suit at the 3-level. 

a. To reject the invitation doubler merely accepts 

the transfer at the 3-level. 

b. To accept the invitation with a stopper in open-

er’s suit doubler bids 4 of responder’s suit. 

c. To accept the invitation without a stopper in 

opener’s suit doubler cue bids opener’s suit after 
which responder with a four-card suit and a stop-
per can elect to bid 3NT (if possible—otherwise 
he bids game in his suit). 

d. 3S is an opening bid with no four-card major and 

no stopper in opener’s suit. 

5. 3NT is to play. 

 

Note: With a game forcing hand, advancer can choose which 
side plays the contract by using either 2 or 4 above. Advanc-
er should use the direct bid with, say, Qx (in case doubler 
has Ax) or Kx in opener’s suit. With, say, AQx in opener’s 
suit advancer should use the direct bid with a 5-card suit and 
the suit-under bid with a four-card suit if there is room to 
bid 3NT after doubler cue bids opener’s suit.  

I should point out one advantage that Lebensohl has over 
Rommensohl: whenever advancer has only an invitational 
hand and doubler has no extras the hand will play from dou-
bler’s side in Rommensohl (but not in Lebensohl), which 
will be disadvantageous if advancer’s holding in opener’s suit 
is, say, Kx (and doubler doesn’t have the ace or queen) or 
Qx (and doubler has the ace). But these occurrences are rare 
and, I believe, insufficient to offset Rommensohl’s ad-
vantages. 

  

Examples: 

2D – X – P – 3C shows both majors. 

2D – X – P – 3D is invitational or better with hearts. 

2D – X – P – 3H is invitational or better with spades. 

2H – X – P – 3C is invitational or better with diamonds. 

2H – X – P – 3D is weak with diamonds. 

2H – X – P – 3H is invitational or better with spades. 

2S – X – P – 3C shows diamonds (could be weak or invi-
tational or better—otherwise there is no room for a 
transfer to hearts) 

2S – X – P – 3D is invitational or better with hearts. 

2S – X – P – 3H is weak with hearts. 

Got a column or hand of your own to contribute?  Send it by email to seattlebridge@hotmail.com. 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com
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Club schedules and locations 

Sunday  
1:00 pm   Seattle Bridge Center    
 
Monday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center     
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
    North Seattle Bridge Center   
    Seattle Bridge Center    
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center   0-1000 
    Seattle Bridge Center    Lessons + Play  
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
    Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am  North Seattle Bridge Center 
    Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Newcastle Bridge Club  
     (moving to 11:00 am starting March 2) 
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center    0-100  
    Mercercrest Bridge Club   
    Rainbow Bridge Club (no game 2nd Tuesday) 
 
Wednesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center 
    North Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Ronald Methodist Church  Senior, 0-2000  
7:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center    0-5, 0-500  
 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
    Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center   Free Lunch  
    North Seattle Bridge Center 
7:00 pm   LeEtta King Bridge Club  
    Rainbow Bridge Club 
    Newcastle Bridge Club 
    Eastside Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
    North Seattle Bridge Center 
    Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm  Vashon Bridge Club (time varies, call first) 
7:30 pm   Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am   Eastside Bridge Center  ―Fun Bridge‖  
Noon   Seattle Bridge Center 
1:00 pm   Eastside Bridge Center 
6:00 pm   Bridge Buddies at Eastside Bridge Center 
    Rainbow Bridge Club   0-300 1st/3rd 
            Open others 
 
All games are open unless otherwise specified. 
 

Special Games: 
 
Seattle Bridge Center: 
International Fund Game on 2/6 
ACBL-Wide Seniors Game on 2/22 (am) 
Club Championships on 3/5 (am/pm), 3/6, 3/8 (am), 3/9, 
3/10, 3/21 and 3/25 
 
Eastside Bridge Center: 
International Fund Game on 2/6 
GNT Swiss Teams Qualifiers on 2/14 and 3/14 
 
Rainbow Bridge Club: 
GNT Swiss Teams Qualifier on 2/27 and 3/27 
 

Locations: 
 
Ronald Methodist Church  
17839 Aurora Ave N  
(entrance on Linden, not Aurora)  
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484  
Cell: (206) 972-1941  
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club  
500 30th Ave South  
Seattle, WA 98144  
(206) 226-9732  
 
See ―Club News‖ starting on page 2 for addresses and contact 
information for other clubs. 





 

Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month in February, 
April, June, August, October, and December  

 We love to get contributions from unit mem-
bers. Please email any recent bridge accom-
plishments, milestones, rants, raves, submis-
sions, or corrections to seattle-
bridge@hotmail.com.  The deadline for articles 
is the 10th of each odd numbered month. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Julie Godefroy 
1210 101st Pl NE 
Bellevue, WA  98004-3534 

 

February 7 MUG @ESBC (7:00 pm start) 

  12-14 Bellingham Peace Arch Sectional 

  15-21 Oregon Trail Regional  

   (in Vancouver WA) 

 

March  7 MUG @SBC 

  11-21 Reno NABC 

  26-28 Everett Fun Sectional 

 

April  23-25 Tacoma Sectional 

 

November 2011  Seattle NABC  

TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN by Email 

Tired of getting this in the regular postal mail instead of by 
email?  If you wish to get the SUN electronically, please email 
seattlebridge@hotmail.com and receive an email with a link 
when it is posted.  Save a tree and lower your unit’s costs! 
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